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Tux character brought forward in the follow- 
lowing memoirs was, more than an hundred years 
ago, a character of celebrity at home and abroad, 
The queſtions concerning the doctrine of the tri- 
nity, that have been lately agitated, properly ren - 
der it an object of curioſity to the preſent age; for 
Mr. Biddle was the father of the 2 unita- 
riant. | 

But his hiſtory i is a more important object 
of attention, on account of the ſevere perſecu- 
tions he ſuſtained, and the amiable, venerable pi- 
ety he exemplified. Memoirs of ſuch as have 
diſplayed ſingular virtues, and ſupported ſingular” 
ſufferings, for what they deemed divine truth, - 
will always be uſeful; to ſhew the power of re- 
ligious principle, and to convince men, that true 8 
piety is not . to thoſe who embrace a par- 
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ticular creed, but the genuine fruit of thoſe prin- 

ciples, which are common to all chriſtians. | 
From theſe views is the author induced to lay 
before the public the life of Mr. BipDLE, which 
he preſurtres carinot fail to prove, to the candid 
and ſerious mind, inſtructive and edifying. To 
dhe attention of ſuch, and to the bleſſing of God, 
be would 3 


E aunton, March 22, 1789. 
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Eee and merit of character are 
Mügeln of the circumſtances of rank 5 
place: vet the mind is gratified by the informa- 
mation that can be procured, concerning the fas 
mily and birth of ſuch as have diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by their virtues, or gained, in any walk of 
Hife, peculiar reputation, | 2 2 5 

The good man, whoſe character and writings 
villbe reviewed 1 in the following pages, derived no 
"MS "EE Os * 


„„ 
juſtre from the honours of his deſcent, nor can 
his family be traced back beyond the name and 
rank of his immediate progenitof. He was the 
fon of Mr. Edward Biddle, a woollen-draper, at 
Wotton-under-edge; in the. county of Glouceſ- 
ter; a perſon whoſe circumſtances were not af- 
fluent, but who ſupported his family with a vir- 
tuous reputation, and a credit rather above his 
rank. His ſon, Mr. John Biddle, the ſubje& of 
theſe memoirs, was born i in that town, in the year 
1615. 
He received his claffical education at the foes 

ſchool in the ſame place. He was not ten years 
of age, when his promiſing. abilities, and the 
opening ploſſoms of genius and probity, drew on 
hum the notice of his neighbours, and ſpread his 
fins through the country. George tord Berkley, 
who was a munificent patron of genius and learn- 
ing, conferred on him, amongſt other ſcholars, an 
exhibition. of ten pounds per annum; but with 
this mark of diſtinQion, that he beſtowed it on 
young Biddle, at a more early period than he was 
accuſtomed to grant this donation. 
Our youth, animated by this encouragement, 
purſued his ſtudies with new vigour. His emu» 
$74] lation was kindled; ſo that, with eaſe, he not 
I* ſurpaſſed b his ſchool- fellows of the ſame 7 3 
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s but in time; out- Tan are, ang; * | 


te came tutor to himſelf,” 


In this period of his life he gave 1 e 5 
Jar ſpecimens 1 of the pregnancy of his parts, and 


his proficiency in learning. On the death of a 


ſchool- fellow of high rank, he compoſed an elabo- 
rate oration in latin, which he recited before a full 


auditory. He alſo traaſlated into engliſh, verſe, 


the eclogues of Virgil, and the 100 firſt ſatires af 
hs Juvenal. We are led to entertain an high opi- 


nion of the execution of theſe juvenile perſorman- 
ces, from this circumſtance, that they were after- 


| wards printed at London in 1634, with the ap- 
' probation of ſome learned men, and dedicated o 
John Smith, Eg · of Nibley, in the e " 


| Glouceſter., 


But eee 155 50 — 3 pra- | 
greſs which he made in claſſical learning, he was, 
through different cauſes, detained at ſchool, tall he | 


Was about ſeventeen years of age. In 1632 he 
was ſent to the univerſity of Oxford, and: e 
mitted a ſtudent in Magdalen Hall. Here he p 
ſeeuted his ſtudies with great aſſiduity and ine 
ing fame; and was eſteemed as doing honour to 
- that ſeminary. | It ſeems, that he now, diſcovered 


not only a brilliancy of parts, but a peculiar liber | 


rality and independence of mind; for we are told, 
* he did ſo e cat it might be obs 
4 | Na * ſerved, 
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*. ſerved, be was determined more by re: on, than 
« authority: however, in divine things he did not. 
* diſſent much from the common doctrine. Of 
tis, f it ſeems, that a little 1 he Wee 2821 on 
WE furniſhed prop. 
On the 23d of June, 1638, . he took the de- 
ere of bachelor of arts; and with reputation, 
both for learning and pruderice, filled the poſt of a 
tutor in the univerßty. On the 20th of May, 
1641, the degree of maſter” of arts was conferred 
Vvpon him with great applauſe.” Before this he 


"had received: An invitation to be maſter of the fchodl 


n his native town, which he declined. But the 


Feputation which procured this offer, directed the 
views of the magiſtrates of Glouceſter to him: 26 
his having refuſed it, left him free to attend to 
other overtures. In 1641, in conſequence of am- 
ple recommendations, from the principal perſons ; 
in the univerſity, he was elected maſter of the 
free ſchool of Crifps, in the city of Glouceſter. 
*Fhis choice was accompanied with earneſt im- 
Portunities. He accepted the invitation, and on 
dis going to fettle i in this poſt; he was met at bis 


approach to the city, by the magiſtrates, and was 
' Teceived with ere -s of Joy 780 


oo wy a 
In this Weh bb deere the Ghana 


ich bad been formed of him, His fill and 
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faithfulneſs were eminent, They, who; could 
commit their ſons to his taition, congratulated 


themſelves. on their felicity. Hence, though the 


made the emoluments of it conſiderable, >: -//; 
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"The braun of his Religion Jags 


: 1 1 e e of Mr. Biddle's: Gination 
were truly inviting, and opened to him a pleaſing. 


pineſs in it was of ſhort continuance. The lows 
.of money had not corrupted his mind: nor coulil 


tte views of intereſt divert his attention from 


inquiry which he had diſcovered in his philoſe- 
phical and academical ſtudies, was nom directerl 
to the ſubjects of religion. Having lad aſide 


* the impediments of prejudice, he gave himſelf 
& hberty,” we are told, to try all things, that 
4 he might hold faſt that which is good.. 


Fo adopt the obſervations of a great i 


bannen here, as they as zal u heren. 
£ Since 


proſpect of uſefulneſs and felicity. But his hap- 
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1 Since the underſtandings of men are fimilar to 
one another, (at leaſt ſo much, as that no perſon 
can ſeriouſly maintain that #wo and two make five, ) 
did they actually read only the ſame things, and had 
they no previous knowledge to miſlead them, they 
could not but draw the ſame general concluſions 
from the ſame expreſſions. But one man having 
formed an hypotheſis from reading the ſcriptures, 
another, who follows him, ſtudies that hypotheſis, 
and refines upon it, and another again refines upon 
him; till in time the ſcriptures themſelves are 
little read by any of them; and are never looked 
into but with minds prepoſſeſſed with the notions 
.of others concerning them. At the ſame time 
ſeveral other original readers and thinkers, having 
formed as many other hypotheſes, each of them 
ea little different from all the reſt, and all of them 
being improved upon by a ſucceſſion of partiſans, 
each of whom contributes to widen the difference; 
at laſt no religions whatever, the moſt diſtinct ori- 
-ginally, are more different from one another, than 
rh forms of one and the ſame religion. 
To remedy this incohvenience, we muſt go 
back to firſt principles. We muſt begin again, 
each of us carefully ſtudying the ſcriptures for our- 
ſelves, without the help of commentators, ebm- 
e paring one part with another. And when our 


n have been expoſed t 
2 42 5 | . the 
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« 11 1 
the fame influences, we. hall think and feelin ue 


fame manner. 23 2410 5 8 
- Ta Were it poflible oy e eee 
make but an eſſay towards complying with this 


> advice, by confining themſelves for the compaſs 
of a ſingle year, to the daily reading of the ſcrip= 


tures, without any other religious books whatever 
I am perſuaded, that, notwithſtanding their previous 
differences, they. would think much better of one 
another-than they. had-done before. They would 
all have more nearly the ſame general ideas. of the 
contents, and of the chief articles of chriſtian faith 
and duty, By reading the whole themſelves, they 
could hardly avoid receiving the deepeſt impreſſions 
of the certainty, and importance of the great and 
leading principles; thoſe which they would find 
moſt frequently and earneſtly inculcated: and their 

particular opinions having come leſs frequently in 
view, would be. leſs obſtinately retained, It was 


in this manner, I can truly ſay, that I formed the 


moſt: diſtinguiſhing of my opinions in religion *. 

In this manner it appears that Mr. Biddle formed 
thoſe ſentiments, by which he was ' afterwards 
diſtinguiſhed. He gave the holy ſcriptures a dilis 
gent reading; and made uſe of no other rule to 
2. controverſies about unn than the | 
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| fieth, eternal life doth conſiſt, John xvii, 3. fetck 
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tures, than rean x. Fi 

This method of ning A 5 
religious inquiry, he ſtrongly recommended 10 
others. If thou, chriſtian reader, doſt from 


thy heart aſpire to the knowledge of God, and his 5 


ſon Jeſus Chriſt, uhierein, as Chriſt himſelf: teſtia 


not the beginning thereof Ather from Socinus (a 
man otherwiſe of great underſtanding in the myſ- 


tery of the goſpel), nor from his adverſaries; but N | 
| being mindful of thoſe words, Luke x. 22. None 


Snoweth who the fon is but the Father 3 and who 
be Father is, but the fon, and he to whom the ſon 


will reveal bim; lay aſide, for a while; contro- 


verſial writings, together with thoſe prejudicate 
opinions that have been inſtilled into 'thine-unwary - 


underſtanding, and cloſely applying thyſelf to the 


fearch of the new covenant, moſt ardently implore 


the grace of ' Chriſt, that he would be pleaſed to 
manifeſt himſelf and the Father to thee; and 


make no doubt but the true light will at length 


Huminate the eyes of thy mind, that IIS 
e in e W leadeth unto life © 


4 
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See preface to a Diſcourſe, concerning * | 
3 . d> a3 09 449 


So 


— 


8 plan of inveſtigating divine truth, ee. : 


al! his learning in matters of veligion from the 


aſſiduous ſtudy of the ſcriptures, eſpecially be 


| tural conſequence and advantage” of \this perſeſt 
and exact knowledge of the ne Feſtament, it is 
 wbvious, muſt have been a comprehenſive view of 
its contents, a familiar acquaintance with its lan- 

_ guage and phraſeology, h as readily to oompare it 
together as it occurred to: his reoollechon from 


different places; and 2 nen re 
nexion in which any paſſage ſtands. F 
It alſo appears, that hase bee to pur- 


ſue religious inquiries, and to form his ſentiments 
for himſelf, he did not, as many have; immedi- 


ately read the firſt writers of the chriſtian church, 
For, in a piece he afterwards: publiſhed, having | 


quoted ſome paſſages from Euſebius, he adds; 
Ho plainly now doth Euſebius, by the paſſages 
cited: out of him, giue arteſtation c hf I Ne 
touching the nature of the holy ſpirit, ſo that one 
 wauld think I learned it from him eres 1 


knew not either 15 * book, or of what was de 
$64 1. N B _ livered 
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een denn, « great wil te I had delivered | 


= opinion -. 
The tract where he: we expreſſes! himſelE, 


85 Home indeed, that he afterwards carefully exa- 
mined the fathers, to aſcertain their ſentiments 
concerning the one God: but it likewiſe proves, 


that he had a low opinion of their judgment, or 


: of the weight of their teſtimony, which he) uſed 


merely as an argumentum ad hominem. £ 
It may be alledged, as a clear proof of thoth in- 


;Gepandence of Mr. Biddle's mind, and of his 


freedom from the influence of human authority, 
that he had read no-ſocinian writer when he ſet · 
tled his Judgment concerning the doctrine of the 


trinity; chough he afterwards: looked into the 


poliſh. writers of that claſs. | 3 
It is remarkable, that alſo the od and: ex- 


cellent Dr. Lardner, who, amongſt the writers of 


_ This century, takes a lead on the-unitarian fide, 

_ declares the ſame of himſelf. I muſt acknow. : 

| ledge that I have not been greatly converſant with 
the writers of that denomination, (i. e. the foci= 


nians.) I have never read. Crellius de uno Des 


Raves N E believe! it to be rr 0 took. 


Z& A r 
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There is alſo in our own language a collection of 
Unitarian tracts, in two or three quartos. But I 


am not acquainted with it. Nor can I remember 
that I ever looked into it. I have formed my 


ſentiments upon the ſcriptures, and by reading 5 
3 ſuch. commentators, chiefly, as are in the beſt . 
repute: I may add, that the reading of the an- 
eient writers of the church has been of uſe to 


confirm me, and to aſſiſt me im clearing difficul- 
tes e 
beben deb es able perſons, Biddle 


and Lardner; attained to the knowledge of e 
truth, every one muſt judge for himſelf. But this 


is certain, a method more proper in itſelf, or more 


| promiſing of ſucceſs, could not be adopted, thas. £4 


A GO ps; 10 the oh. : 
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9 1 14855 e written. e eee 
Since the above was drawn up, the author has received a lettes 
from a learned and judicious correſpondent, a miniſter of. an : 
uͤnitarian fociety amongſt the baptiſts in Holland, who fay» the % 
mme of himſelf, * I was in the ſame caſe with Dr. Lardnerg 
and could uſe bis words. (See Lindſey's Two diflertations; = 
P- 48.) To this time, I never, had read Socinus, or focinian 


writers, before the works of Lindſey, by which my own ſcati- 


ments are enlarged. . 1 read, before the » year 1795, no com- 


mentators, no ancient writers of the church. A year 's ſtudying 


che old and new Teſtament led me into the way of truth, My 


honoured maſter was an Arian, rather Clarkian, More than 
one of my friends, after my example, found Gy by read: 
ng alone the ſcriptures.” - 


ks, A”: hag. i 
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2 as thou tendereft thy falvarion, that thor woufdlt 
_ thoroughly examine the following diſputation in 
_ the: fear of God, aca PUREE gary 


483k 3: them; 


8 cw) 
_ ſure of ins information on the fubjet of they | 
inquiry. . 
＋—— to Mer. Biddle. "Thi temper; ak 


| which heprofecuted his inquiries, was _—_— 


—— and importance of his reſearches. 
As the lucrative proſpects of his ſituation po 
e dimi ene as indifference to the know 
huge of divine truth; ſo, we axe told, that he 
was influenced in bis purſuit of it, nos by à vain 
eurioſity, but by the love of Chriſt, who is 


uch and hiſe.“ His diligent. reading of the ſerip- 
mes was accompanied with fervent” prayers for 


_ his a were condutted.- 


„ Chriſtian reader, I beſcech thee;?? wette, 


is concerned therem®.,”*) 
Theſe arguments were not beet to i has 


ith + a deciſive tone, and as the reſult of a fixed 


e pens ME e ee Aa 
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mem ; but with the avowed deſign of calling forth 
| ſome able and learned perſons to Mey _ 
queſtion, and reſolve his doubts. 
„The author,” he ſays, FOR a bg t time 
waited upon learned men, for a ſatisfactory anſwer 
to theſe arguments; but hath received none. His 
hopes are, that the publiſhing of them will be 2 
means to produce it; that he may receive ſatisfac- 
tion, and others may be held no longer in ſuſpenſeg | 
who are in travail with eee as 
well as he *. 2h i afar J ai; 3 0 B11. 

Upon Mr. Biddle's-examination- of the holy 
ſcriptures, it appeared to bins that the common 
doctrine conderning thb trinity was not well 
founded i in revehation; much leſs. in „„ 
_»g As: communicative of his ſentiments,” wheth_ E 
 Gccafion offered, as he was free in his: inquiries, .. 
be ſpake of his doubts'without reſerve; and'opened f 
his reaſons for calling.the truth of that 
into queſtion. This difcoery! of his: thoughts 
foon alarmed the fearsy and inflated the ſpirits, 
of; ſomeizealots; : The: charge of hereſp>was. 
raiſed againf him, and he was ſummoned /before 
the magiſtrates*;- to whom he exhibited, on | 
point {about which err the following h 
| 'confeſlion of fab. vir. 57 TH! 
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5 + 4 B 3 5 = 3. Th be 


failed of giving ſatisfaction n who 
1 urged hint to be more explicit  conterning the 
plurality: of perſons in the divine eſſenee. Ae 


"on. 
1. 1 believe that B avian 


Amighey eſſence, called GW. 
2. 1 believe, that, -as there. is but a 


—— * is en oe 


| in that eſſence. 92112 


- Lbelieve that our aviour Jeſus Chrid i» tralp © 
God, by being truly, really and properly: united 


to the e of the infinite na: POP 
_ eſſence. 5 a 1 067 3 nen [n+ 242 
ee eee ede diego; 5 


the word penſin, when aſeribed to the divine Be) 
ing, was uſed: in various ſenſes, both by the ane 
ent fathers: and modern writers, he conſeficd, - 
that. ER eee, ieee 
25. nn this dap babes n of 
Js life; „ that how daRinAt: ſdever might be his 
©onceptions concerning the trinity, yet he was nut 


23 Ni ba t 1— 


| ger, as be became not long after. Mr. Biddie's 
- Tecond confeſſion: vras indeed clearly conmraditory 
to the. lt which he exhibited. But candour will 
make every allowance for a man, probabl) intimi- 
dated by the | proſpect! of 4 pia; Whoſe mind 
r 8 was 


+ 


„„ =— 
i nos fully made up on a queſtions involved-im 
the intricacies of ſcholaſtic controverſy, and whoſe 
ae 
c Counts > DET . 2692 \ 
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In wht ain: n the kinpuags = : 
bf Mr. Biddle was-inyotved, when he was ſum 


monod c ſecond! tine, d make #'confelion f E 
faith'; N reflects honour vir his ſineerity and fort 
ing from-inquiries which nad already threatened, 


muy, endangered, s fecurity and peace; he refiineh © 
E. with new vigour, and Witti à Tetious ſpirit WF 

piety! and earneſt prayer te Umighty Odd for his 
edlen ee, he purfued His Exemiriation'bf the feriph. 
tures, on the point in diſpute, with: deter de, 
en nd et e al e 155014 BEET ES. 
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kept pace with the convictions which he obtained 
on the points he inveſtigated. For as he pro- 
ceeded in his reſearches, he conferred with his 
| friends on the ſubject and reſult of his inquiries, 


e 


Is - 


1 0 1 


pears, was 2s aQive to impart, as it was Tolicitous - 


to gain the knowledge of divine things. His re. 
ſolution to aver and communicate his conception 


and freely opened his mind on the queſtions con- 


eerning one God and three perſons. 
Amongſt ether communications that he made 


to his acquaintance, was a paper, entitled, cc Ttoelue 


Arguments, drawn out of the ſcripture, wherein 
the commonly received opinion touching the deity - 
of the holy ſpirit is clearly; and fully refuted;?? | 


ſo many ſyllogiſms, and each Was illuſtrated and 
ſupported by diſtinct explanations and reaſonings. 


To many, who. with the author do not embrace 


the common doctrine of the trinity, his argue 
ments, under thoſe logical propoſitions, will ap- 


eax to reſt: more on the ſound»of words, than to 


| = derived from a liberal interpretation of ſerip- 


ture, and an n | 
aud language. 

„They all As on this e d are 
meant to eſtabliſh.it, viz. that the holy ſpirit>is a 
or intelligent being. The fame opinion 
Ia boly, Ip ha. 


d. ac r ee, 


4 


| (Ww 3 
2 beet advanted and defended by confiderible-wri- 
ters v, who have denied his deity, Ber be old 
tull and candid: view of the language of ſeripture: 
— __ enithis head, eee en een 
85 Dr. Latdner 1. E 4 i : 
ue point Suckined ar" dries wat 
is, that by the words, the ſpirit, the ſpirit of 
God, and the ſpirit of the hr, which occur in 
E the old Teſtament, is meant, 3 
intelligent agent; but a power, a gift, a = 
* 2 bleflirig: and that by the phraſes, the ſpivit, be 4 
* holy ſpirit, the holy gb, the'/pirit if God, the 
— 4 bf ode of truth, the comforter, in the new Teſta- 
es ment, is alſo meant à giſt, or the plentiful ef 
| * fafion of miraculous and ſpiritual gifts;"* "Were 


x not to incur” the cenfare of do ating; wt 
A we deen wn _ „ | 
and nnen. „55 | 
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88 and Re za the common ſeals of 
| le, 

1 2 Me „ df a on Toh She ad 
2 1 ee the n written: is . 
the firſt poſtſcript, | The e has been very lately diſcuſſed 
: cloſely argued in an ingenious lade tract, N «6 Fee 72 

= perſoretity of the har hie. Printed ** 
14257. 


1 15 } 


One . this great author Jeferves 4 5 | 
: * attention, and carries great force with it. It 
is. this, „That there is not in the acts of the ; 
»poliles, or in iet. bock 5 | Sg.” 


feſtation of a great agent or perſon, after our ſj- 
viour's aſcenſion; therefore no. ſuck thing was 
promiſed or intended by our faviour, or expeted _ 
by the apoſtles, who . not but know: his | 
| meaning, This 7-347? 758 
This fact ſeems to 15 Signs the attention 1 : 
; thoſe, who have argued for the perſonality of the 
_ holy ſpirit : nor have they made due allowance for 
the fiyle of the holy ſcriptures, in which it is not 
uncommon to perſonify many things, to which 
we da not aſcribe intelligence. In this view the 
expreſſions concerning charity, fin, and death, are 
as explicit and ſtrong, as * chat are oe ih to 
the holy ſpirit. 7 
As to our lord's language in $16 it is on 
this point a very pertinent and ſenſible obſerva- 
tion of à great writer: That it is leſs extraor- 
dinary that the figure called prrſonification," ſhould | 
be made uſe of by him here, as the peculiar pre- 
. ſence of the ſpirit of God, which was to be evi- 
denced by the power of working miracles, was to 
EEC n. the placs of an via. him- 
Ga 


13 


(elf, and to be to them what he himſelf had been, 
viz. their advocate, comforter,” and guide v. ES 
It was, it ſhould ſeem, a loag ume, before the = 
idea of the perſonality of the holy ſpirit became a 
fixed opinion, and an article of faith, For, as it 
is modeſtly expreſſed by Dr. Lardner, on a review. 
of the chriſtian writers of the-firſt three centuries, 
It is probable, that the docttine of the trinity, 
which is now commonly received, and which is ſo 
much diſliked by many, was not formed all at. 
2 but was the work of ſeveral ages +. 9 
Joo return to Mr. Biddle's tract. Toit 
| Toljoined expoſitions.of ſome particular texts, * 
_ elucidation of which is connected with the queſ. 
tions diſcuſſed in the twelve. arguments, it may be 
uůſeful and acceptable, if we ſelect one or wo of 
e ni e 
a Fer a Jabia $5490! eee 8 
are ene. Mr. Biddle waves ſpeaking of the fuſs. | 
pectedneſs of the text, but obierves: 4 That it 
would have been hard, if not impoſſible, (trad 
not men been precarrupted) that it ſhould ever 
come into any one's head to imagine, that this 
W are ain did eee ane one "oo" | 
* Dr. Priefley's * of the corruptions of crit. 
znity, vol. i, part 8. $.2+p- 88. 
+ The lame, p. 90. and Landner' Lete « onthe Loy 109. 
h gabe 


| tm 7} 7 
Gaoe duch an expoſition /is 1 
common ſenſe, but alſo to other places of ſorip 


ture, wherein this kind of :ſpeaking perpetually 
ſignifieth an union in conſent and agreement, or 


che like, but never an union an efſence. To omit | 


other ſacred writers, this very apoſtle in his goſ. 
pel, ch. xvii. verſes. 11, 21, 22, 23, uleth this 
ſame expreſſion ſix times, intimating no other birt | 
an union of agreement: yea, in verſe 8. of this 
very chapter in his epiſtle, he uſeth it in the ſame 


ſenſe. For though the expreſſion varieth ſome> = 6 
bat in the ordinary greek Teſtament, in that 


the prepoſition u is prefixed, (although the com 
Hlateniian bihle readeth it, as 2on1imow, im both 
| Ferles) yet is the ſenſe the ſame; this latter being 
Tpoken after the hebrew idiom, the former accord- 
ing to the ordinary phraſe: for confirmation 
whereof fee Matt. xix. ver. 5 and G. together in 
to be rendered alike ĩn hoth verſes; as the former 
interpreters did it, thdugh the latter interpreters 
nv. B. have rendered it agree in one, Prong 
gloſs inſtead of the tranftation*. —_ 33 
On Iſaiah vi. 0, 10. Mr. Biddie rate 
it is — that the Om n the Lord; becauſe 


Kea 3 . in * ans 1 1555 20. or — 
r 1 e Res "20.5.0 mn 
| Ws 4 , oy - — 
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( 25) ; 
Sn, paring: -this gent with 4. — 


e is in the Acts afcribed to the boky ſpirit. 
which kind of arguing, though it be very frequent 
with them, is yet very frivolous”: for at this rate, 
ne adds, I may alſo conclude, that becauſe what 
is attributed to the Lord, Exod, xxxii. 11. is in the 
_ *th verſe of the ſame chapter aſcribed to Moſes : 
therefore! -Moſes is the Lord. And becauſe what 
is attributes to the Lord in Iſaiah Ixv. 1. is in the 
th of Romans,; verſe 20. aſcribed to Iſaiah, there 
fore Iſaiah is the Lord. And becauſe what is at- 
-tributed-to Gov, 2 Tim. i. 8, 9- is by Paul at- 
etributed tohimſelf, 1 Cor. ix, 22. and to Timo- 
hy, 1 Pim. iv. 76. nn Fa 
ane e e 1 55 * b 
Theſe” remarks are ene of an tente 
copplication/in the diſpute concerning the eſſence of 
Onriſt, and his equality with the Father. The 
Haſb ohſervation in particular, affects almoſt” the | 
whole (cries anden ir r vindication” of that 
. A e b ee 
The tract, ef whith ve care e > Li 
Prom originally- drawn up fer che peruſal of his 
wo Wer N vas followed with: the | 
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8 E C T I 0 N Iv. 
| Preceding again Mr. Biddle, 


Tanz i is no 28 of! iniquity to- which falſe 1 
hath not prompted men. It hath not only drawn | 
the ſword and kindled the fire, to reſtrain and pu- 
niſh what has been deemed heretical pravity, but, 
_when open and obvious proofs. of it have not lain 
againſt a perſon, by interrogatories and tortures, 
it hath extorted confeſſions on which to ground a 
conviction, It hath conſtrued ſuſpicions into 
proofs. It hath invited or diſpoſed men to vio- 
late the confidence of friendſhip, and given 2 


5 ſanction to perfidy. Of this the hiſtory of Mr. 


Biddle furniſhes a melancholy . 
The twelve arguments noticed i in the laſt ſec- 
tion, were communicated among others, to one, 
who, while Mr. Biddle moſt probably thought 
him a ſincere inquirer after truth, ſhewed himſelf. 
unworthy of any confidence. For, inſtead, of 
ate the force of the * or endeavour- 
ing 


— 


ing, in the intercourſes of private friendſhip, to 


convince Mr. Biddle. of its fallacy, he was un- 
generous enough to betray him to the magiſtrates 


of Glouceſter, and to the committee of the r 


lament, that then -refided there 

„ conſequence of this 1 3 
lodged againſt him was, that he was committed 
to the common goal, December 2, 1645. This, 


commitment was cruel and peeuliarly afflictive te 


him: for he was, at the time, ill of a dangerous 
fever. The deſign of his impriſonment was to 
ſecure his perſon, till the parliament ſhould take 
cognizance of the affair. The ſeverity; of this 


proceeding, happily, was ſoon mitigated! by the 


interpoſition of a compaſſionate friend, a perſori of 


| eminence in Glouceſter, who procured his ene. 2 


largement, by giving bail for his 


the b ante ſee fit a m e ther 


bar. 

About J une, 1646, archbiſhop Uſher; -aſſing 
through Glouceſter, in his way to London, had 
à conference with Mr. Biddle, reſpecting his ſen- 


without effect. N | 4 


Six months. tick: 15 was yo at orgs Mr. 
Biddle was ſummoned to appear at Weſtminſter, 


and the parliament immediately choſe a commit- 
ns Ca 1 tee, 


timents concerning the trinity, and endeavoured. 
to convince bim that * v in een 


6 26 0 


ter ws: whom the cognizance' of bis cauſe was re- 
ferted t Upon his examination he ſroely and can - 


didly confeſſed; 9 That He did deny the com 


| the holy ghoſt, as he ves served, but iht he 
was ready to- hear wliat could be oppoſed to him, 
and if he could not make out lis opinion to be 
true, honeſfly to aeEnewledge his error.“ 


He was: urged te deelare his ſentiments, ene 
oerning the deity f Chriſt, but he prudenitly! 
waved the queſtion,” as not being to the point om 
which he was accuſe, and as it was a+ ſubject 
8 which be had e r ee 


engage himfelf on i 


: Though Ke: endvawoured © hive his: affiie 
brought to X concluſion, on-the ſingle queſtions = 
which alone was properly Before: his judges, no 
decifion! was paſſed, bur he was wearied out by 


tedious and expenſive delays. This induced him 
at tie diſtance of feu months ſrom his firſtesm- 
mirment, to addreſs one of the eummittee, if 
Henry Vane, in & letter dated: April r. 164%, if 

which he ſolicits and boſseches that gentleman, if 


ne bad any bowels towards: the: difireſſed; eithe, 
to procure his diſcharge, or at leaſt to make a re 
pott᷑ to e houte, touehing tus dente of oe me > 6 


e of the holy ſpirit... 


* 


Jae this heuer he * rl ere . 


ideas 


1 
ideas concerning the nature and offces of the holy' = 
ſpirit. » + As for my opinion touching the holy» 
ſpirit, it is that 1 believe the hal ſpirit to be the. 
chief of all miniſtering peculiarly ſenti out: 
from heaven, to miniſter on their behalf that ſhall | 
inherit ſalvation; and 1 do place him, both ac- 
cording to the ſcriptures and the-primitive:chrifs | 
h tians, and by name Jane eee e 


a pre- eminence over — Bisses 
hoſt. So that as there is one principal ſpirit 
amongſt the evil angels, knoton in ſeripture by tha 
name of ſatan, or the adorrſarya, or- the uncleum . 
Spirit, or the evil ſpirit ef God g or the ꝓpirit e 
God t, or the ſnirit t by way of eminenes; even 
ſo there is one principal ſpiris (J borro this ap- 
pellation from the ſeptuagint, ho render: the 
laſt clauſe- of the razth verſe of pſaimd li. in His. 
manner, v eee h, ſpiritu hi 
cipali fulci me; ſtabliſſi me with thy principal ſpirit} 
there is Lfay one principal ſpirit, amongſt the good 
angels, called by the name of the advocate or the 
ee * n $ by. e 
5 * 1 "Ia 56. 8. 1 9 ee kee. NR 5p 4 


+ In Logon of the application of theſe terins to ſatan, Mr. 
5. reſers to 2, Sam. Xvi. 1% 16, 1 laſt verſe; bad 1 33 | 


. Ax, BE; See the original. n E v0 
John xvi, 7, Epheſ, iv. 30. Neh. i ix, 20. 215 vii. 40 

"Ads x, IS, | | | 
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Phi ojftiiow-ofinite ixanrcdted by tur wbelg lens 
of the ſetipture which perpetually ſpeaketh of him 


95 8 and interior to hien . + 


Then after am enumeration of mamy terts, 
which in his apprehenſion, decidedly ſupported 
| his: fentimients,, he adds- ſonte: pertinent refletions 
on the importance of the queſtion, . W e 
ture of the proceedings againſl hw 7 
_ 1:4 Behold now ſays he, the: eauſe e | 
Fave lier under perſecution, raiſed againſt me by 
my adverſaries, who being unable to juſtify by 
argument their practice of giving glory to the 
ince there is neither praoept nor example ſor it in 
all the ſcripture and being taxed by me for giv- 
ing the glory of God to another, and worſhipping 
what be hath not commanded, nor ever came 
inte his! beart; have in à eruel and unchiifilan = 
manner reſorted to the arm of fleſti, and inſti- 

tated) the magiſtäatd agaiaſt me, hoping by his 
fword (not that of the ſpirit) to uphold their 
will- worſnip; but in vain, ſince every plant that 
the heavenly Father hath not ſet ſhall be rooted 
up. And that "_ practice of Fa the 


- - ® Twelve arguments.” 189 jo a member of rue, „ 
br Unitarian tracte, vol; 1, 15 . 


toy 
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holy. fprlt of God, 8 20 
Sad never ſet im his words would ſoem appear: te - 
the honourable: hauſe, could they be: fo fax: pro- 
waited with; 4, having laid aſide all [prejudices 
feriouſly' to weigh the many and folid-proots thas 
I produce for my opinion out of the feriptuney 
together with» the ſlight, or rather na» propfs- of 
| the: adverſe party for their'opinas ;-which-tlieyw 
themſelves: know not what to mae of, but that 
_ they endeavour: to deſude both; thaniſelves and 
others wick perſonalities, modes, ſuliſtances, and 
vor ſenſe, in- them) and were | finſt hatehed: by the 

fabrilty of Satan in eee 5 
, pervert theavorthip-of the trur God. Age i 20 
Neither chuld this controverſy: enn 
im a fitter juntture of time than this, wWhrrein the 
parliament and the kingdom have ſolemuly engage 
themfelves to reform religjae botk in diſcipling 
and doctrine. For, amongſt alb the corruptions in 
doctrine, which certainly are many, there'is none 


| that more deſerveth to be amended than tis, that 


ſo palpably th warteth the whole tenour- of the 
| ſcripture, and trencheth to the very obje& of ous 
_ paſſed over by a man that profeſſeth himſelf 2 
chriftian, much more a reformer. God is jealous 
of his honour, and will not give it to another) 
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therefore; as beloved children, ſhould imitate 
our: heavenly: Fathers therein, and not upon any 
pretence whatſoever depart from his expreſs com- 
mand, and give the worſtiip of the Supreme Lor 
of heaven and earth to eee e 
no where aſſirmeth to be God. 885 
Fot my own particular, after . n 


tial inquiry of the truth, in this controverſy, and 


after much and earneſt calling upon God, to give 
unto me the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in 
the knowledge of him; I find myſelf e. 
both by the principles of reaſon and ſcripture, to 

embrace the opinion -F now hold forth, and as 


much as in me lyeth, to endeavour that the honour 
| not only to the offence of God hirnſelf, but alſo 


of his holy ſpirit, who cannot but be grieved to 
hare that ignorantly aſeribed to himſelf, which is 
proper to God that ſends him, and which ke no 
where challengeth to himſelf in ſerĩpture. 
„ . What fhall-befall me in the purſuance of this 


work, I refer to the diſpoſal of almighty God, 


whoſe glory is dearer to me, not only than my 


" iberty, but than my life. It will. be your part, 


honoured: fir, into whoſe hands God hath put 
ſuch an opportunity, to examine the buſineſs im- 
partially, and to be an helper to the truth, conſi- 
dering that this — of the greateſt: im- 
+ of N portance 


* 


| . 
portance in the world, and that: the di ine ttt 
ſuffers: herſelf not to be deſpiſed ſeot- free: ct 
„% Neither let the meanneſs of my e : 
preſence deter your from ſtirring, fincerit is the 
part of: + wiſe man, as in all things, fo; efpevially 
in matters of religion, not to regard ſo much w 
it is that ſpeaketh, as what it is that is ſpokenizi 
remembering how our ſa viour in the goſpel ſaithi 
that God is wont to hide his ſerrets from the-wiſe 
and prudent, and to reveal them unta-childreny 
In which number I willingly: reckon:myſolf, being 
conſcious of my own perſonal; weakneſs, but welt 
aſſured of the evidence and ſti ength of the Kart 
ture to bear me aut in this cauſe v. SST EF 6s - 
The effect of this pious and humble remote 
| nn that fir Henry Vane; to whom it daun 
Aa uddreſſed, ſrewed himſelf ar ſriend to Meri Biddley 
and reported his cafe: to the houſs The reſuls 
was not- favourable torMr.. Riddles comfort aud 
liberty, for he was committed to the guſtedy ef 
one of the officers of the houſe: of commins aid 
he ws continued under this reſtraint for the f 


following years: Ia the mem time the matter 


was referred to the conſideration of the aſſem by 
of —_ then ee Walnut, before 
n 11 12e 19821 
an ee eerst Hl | 
| * . W 1 3 ih 20 621 
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fome of whom he often appeared, and- gave them, 


in writing, his twelve Gn —_— the "uy 


df the holy ſpirit. | 
The anſwer to his 3 which 833 


ceived at any of theſe interviews, was not ſatiſ- 


factory or convincing to his mind. This induced 


him to print them in the year 1647, in hopes that 
the publication of them would not only give the 
world a fair ſtate of his caſe, but excite attention 
to the queſtion. It was accompanied with an 


addreſs to the impartial reader, ſigned J. H. in 
which the writer expreſſed his own and the au- 
thor's earneſt hope, that the publication of theſe 
arguments would engage ſome one to attempt a 
ſolid reply to them; ſuch a reply, as would not 
merely tax his arguments with being weak and 
invalid, but, by clear and ſtrong reaſonings, would 
refute them, and carry conviction to inquiſitive 


and doubting minds: A reply, that did not ſubſti- 


ciency. of its proofs by the bitterneſs of its in- 

vectives. At theſe rates, he obſerved, tho 
weakeſt man might n ſubvert * 
£ controverſy. * . 


This preface 41 WER and. nina the 
reader” s very ſerious attention to the arguments 


| hid, before him; ( as to a matter which affected 
the divine glory, and bis own falvation: the au- 


=". ; . | thor 


WT {:Ws 3 
thor requeſted him at any hand to forbear con- 
diemning his opinion as erroneous, till he was able 
to bring PRO and folid. anſwers to all his 
3 . 
To fupprels the piece, and to prohibit the wo | 
2 of inquiry, it was juſtly obſerved, could 
4 no ways unſcruple doubting ſpirits :”” amongſt a 
whom for the preſent the writer numbered lim. 
ſelf, expecting an anſwer to theſe enſuing argue | 
ments, adding, in the language of à pious/and 


ingenuous mind; and that God will be with 


him that undertaketh it, and write in a ſpirit f 


meekneſs, and of wiſdom; in the revelation ane 


knowledge of truth, ſhall: be the matter of his 


_ prayers, who deſires the truth may be cleared up, 


and ſhine like the noon- day, and all error con- 
founded, and vaniſh before "A hike a miſt be- 
fare the lun? J. H. + fits, 5 
The publication of this: tract raiſed: 2 dn 
alarm, and it was called in and burnt by the 
common hangman. But this illiberal mode off 
ſuppreſſing the work, and ſtifling inquiry, had 
only a ſhort and temporary effect. This piece, 
with two other tracts, was reprinted by the author 


in 1653, and it was publiſhed a third time, amongt 
the Unitarian tracts, in 4to, in the year 169 * ER: 
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Mr. Biddle publiſhes his. Conf e Faith, a0 8 
„ Ninain of the. Forbes, 6 


eee to have pofſellad'a' firmneſs 


of: mind, which not only ſuppotted him under the 
dark clouds that gathered roundi him, hut enabled 


im to purſue: his inquiries, and to publiſh, with 
Neadineſs and freedom, his ſentiments concerning 


{the points for which he ſuffered. 'For, being- yet 
am ptiſon, he printed, in 1648, a Cn feſſian of faith 
 comcermng the holy trinity, according to cho 


ſeripture, with the e y py dry 
Fathers on bit he. 

In the concluſion of the e tothe Coy 
e faith, he frankly expreſſes himſelf on the 
deſigu ofrthis publication, and the importence 6 
us Object. I have” days he, “ hefe preſentecdd 


au with a Confeſſon ef faith touching che holy | 
trinity, exactly drawn out of the ſcriptures, with - 


the texts alledged at large, that ſo youomay the 


| ianen jugs Sevens "—_ 15 wr 


of) God. 4 1 it T 
— Ober ale thi the 6 gated 
thereof than to reſtore that pure and genuine 
knowledgeof God delivered itr the ſcripture, and 
＋ * % : : CES . which : 


* 


8 -,_# 
- 


f 


6 750 

chich hath for many hundred years been hidden 

from the eyes of men, by the corrupt gloſſes and 
_ traditions of Antichriſt, who hath inſtead thereof 
obtruded upon them I know not what abſurd and 

uncouth notions, bearing them in hand that ig- 

norance is the mother of devgtion, and that rhey 
then think and ſpeak beſt of God, when their 

conceits and words are moſt irrational and ſenſe- 


leſs. By which means, having renounced thoſe 


quiddities and ſtrange terms, that have vitiated 
the ſimplicity of the ſeripture, and having laid 
aſleep; the contentations ariling from them, we 
ſhall at length unanimouſly with one mouth glo- 
rifv. the God and Father of our lord: Jens 
Chriſt . 

N preface, N cloſes wh the cds? 
paragraphs, is occupied with a full repreſentation 
of the evils, of which Mr. Biddle conceived the 
doctrine of the trinity had been productive, hav- 
ing, as he expreſſeih it, not only made way 
for the idolatrous pollutions of the Roman Anti- 
chriſt, but, lying at the. bottom, ee moſt 
our whole religion.“ I- 2 

To illuſtrate and . this As Fro * 
ſerves, that the nnn ching, three, 
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0 do in God, ſabverteth the unidy Er God, fo 


frequently inculcated in-the ſcripture; and that it 
hindereth men from praying according to the pre · 
feript of the goſpel, which inſtructs us to afk of 
God the holy ſpirit, and to pray to him through 
his fon Jeſus Chrif, which implieth that God is 
the Father only. 

He ate confiders' the tenet of three bead in. 
God as incompatible with the love and honour | 
which we owe to the moſt high God ; this is the 


Bighsff love and honour that it is in our power to 


exereiſe, and of whieh one perſon only cart be the 
object, who can be the Father only ; for the fon 
and ſpirit, as the names import, deriving from 


bim, can be only ſecondary objects of honour 
and love; in ſubordination to the Father, and 


with reference to the ens and nn te- 


_ ceived from him. 


He repreſents it as n 8 of the 
common opinion, that it thwarteth the idea, 
which men naturally entertain of God, as the 
Being who is the firſt cauſe: of all things, exiſting | 
of himſelf only,. and all others from him. It 


tooks; therefore, like an attempt to deprive men 


of their underſtanding, and in a point of the . 


greateſt importance, to aſcribe ſupreme deity to 
two other perfons beſides the Father, i. e. to 


Aki the characker of 'tlie fifſt cauſe, of fett- 


3 


e 
2 


68 | 
exilience,. 40 beings who are.cauſed ; or, necord- _ 
ing to the orthodox ſtyle, to the ſon, who is be» 
gotten of the Father, and to the noh ſpirit . 
proceedeth from bott. | 

Another conſequence. of this dodvine, be alſo 
remarks, is, that it is a ſtumbling- block to the 
ancient people of God, the jews, and is a bar to 
their reception of chriſtianity, For they, hav- 
ing formerly ſmarted for their idolatry, are now 

owe crore cautious of a tenet looking that 
way.” He concludes with remonſtrating on the 

effect which the doctrine of the trinity has, 8 

| impeding the accompliſhment. of the prophecy | 

long fince delivered by Zechariab, ch. xiv. 9. 
„ In that day the Lord ſhall be one, and his 

name Ongz.” Whereas, the partiſans of this 
doctrine contend, that the Lord is three, calling 
him Deum trinam, and that his name is not One, 

but three; eyen the Father, the * * the * 
gholt. 2 

Having thus freely MA Tok the common WES 
trine of the trinity, the author, in the following 
treatiſe, ſtates and endeavours to eftabliſh his own 

ideas on the ſubject. This he does under the 


form of ſix articles or propoſitions, each of which 

is ſeparately illuſtrated by a full diſcuſſion of the 

principles it exhibits, and by a oopious diſplay f 
reaſonings and * authorities in proof of its 
truth. 2:48" 1 1405" #3 I-10 34% 4 WE * 


. A A ſe⸗ 


. „ 
- A: ſeleQion of the three firſt artieles may be 
entertaining and inftrucive, - as well as furniſh a 


ſpecimen of this performance.” ' + _ 


I. © I believe that there is one moſt high God; 735 


ereator of heaven and earth, and firſt cauſe of all 
things pertaining to our ſ vation, and conſe- 
quently the ultimate object of our faith and wor- 
ſhip'; and that this God is none but the Father of 
our lord wy n the firſt ae of the N 
le" 1 | 
I. 91 ber that there is one chief "NY of 
"ag moſt high God, or ſpiritual, heavenly, and 
perpetual lord and king, ſet over the church by 
God, and ſecond: cauſe of all things pertaining to 
cCur ſalvation, and conſequently the intermediate 
odject of our faith and worſhip; and that this fon 
zof the moſt high God is none but = Chrit, 
| ons: ſecond perſon of the holy trinity *. | 
III. I believe that Jeſus Chriſt, to _ intent 
| he might be our brother, and have a fellow-feel- 
ing of our infirmities, and ſo become the more 
ready to help us (the conſideration whereof is the 
greateſt encouragement to piety that can be im 
:gined), hath no other than a human nature, and 
_ itherefore in this very nature is not only a perfon 
 +ffince none but an human perſon can be our bro- 
n but alſo our eee yea, our God.” | 


© I p · 42. on the ra of this _ 60 trinity,” 


11 ö Were 


« „ ) 


Were we to lay before the reader the Molle. 


ans proofs brought forward; under every 
article, we muſt re:publiſhthe tract at full length; 
yet it may be acceptable to point out ſome temiarks 
which are recommended to our ne lf thar 
novelty, or importance, or force 

Under the firſt article he ny the text, 
Gen.! i. 26. Let us male man, 25 addreſſed to the 


holy ſpirit, whom he conceives to be repreſented 


in verſe 2. Pf, civ. 30. and Job xxvi. 13. a8 the 
inſtrument of God in the ereation; upon which 
he tarts this queſtion: Had the fon of God; 


Chriſt Jeſus, been alfo employed in ercating Adam: 


would he not likewiſe have been mentioned in 
the hiſtory of the creation ? Was it not as mate- 


rial, and altogether of as great eonſequence, for 


1 Moſes and the jews to have known, that the ſon 


of God, Chriſt Jeſus, was employed by God, in | 


—_— Adam, as the holy ſpirit.“ 


He grants that the holy wel a 


ereation to Chriſt; but then he remarks, that by 
the nature of the thing itſelf, by the circumſtances 


el the places, and by expreſs words, it appears 
that not the firſt but ſecond creation, or the e. 
_ duction. of —_ into a new ftate or order, is | 


meant. HAT $98: 2H TEST, 1d en 
He argues had Chrit prey precludes our 
WW Adam, when 

. „„ „ 
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(4) 
he aſeribes it to another being, Matt. 19. 74 in 
that deſcription, r that made them. He confi 
ders this notion as totally incom patible with the 
Janguage of Peter and Paul concerning Chriſt : 
the former ſpeaking of him as fere-ordained, or 
fore- known before the foundation of the world; 


: which can be faid only of things that are to come, 


and are not already in being. The latter, Rom. 


v. 14. deſcribing Adam as the type of bim that was 
% come, or as the greek, was to be, Hi · Could 
Adam be a type of a being already exiſting? or 


was the creator of Adam yet to be; as vet to ex- 
ig! ? or can it be ſaid of any one, that be is to be, 
when he is already in being. . 

Under the ſecond article, he argues that Phil. 
2. 5. cannot be underſtood to ſpeak of what is cal- 


led the incarnation; becauſe the apoſtle exhorting 


the Philippians to humility, from the example of 


_ Chriſt, muſt be ſuppoſed to draw his argument 


from ſome inſtance that was conſpicuous, and had 
been viſible to fight and contemplation, - which 
the incarnatjon could not- be. He further urges, 


chat, in this eee the. Ag 1 of our lord 


only as a man. 


On 1 Cor. viii. *. By 4 are all a be 


* by all things are not here meant all 
things ſimply, but all things pertaining to our 


e, as is evidgnt from this, that the apoſtle 
ſpeaketh 


* 


( 43 ) | 
th of chriſtians, and putteth an article before 

tbe word a in * n I NO , 
ton -. = 
Iodiſculingthe mird ure o. oavicoraiing the fri | 
humanity of Chriſt, having quoted 2 Tim. ii. 5. 
John ii. 13. vi. 62. viii. 40. ii. 14. 15. 
Matt. ix. 6, 75 8. Matt. xvi. 27, 28. Dan,. vi. 
13, 14. he obſerveth, that the moſt excellent 
things, which are in the ſcripture,” attributed tos 
Chriſt, are attributed to him not only under the 
N but alſo under the very name of a man.” 


In the title of the tract, which we are revie wing, 


| ſtands the word trinity, and it frequently occurs In 
the following pages, as a term adopted by the au- 
thor to convey. a ſcriptural truth. This, confi- 
dering the main drift anditendency of the treatiſe, " 
may ſurprize the reader. It may, certainly, be 
concluded: from hence, that he had no objection 
to the uſe of the word; whether it was done with 
à deſign more eaßly to inſinuate his ideas of the 
ſeripture doctrine on this point, vtz. that it con- 
fiſteth of one God, one lord, and one ſpirit; or 
whether it proceedeth from the mere force of early 


| habit) which often laſt of all permits us to give 


vp words, though we may long before have diſ- 
carded the ideas generally affixed to them. 
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5 n u le mat duly Fansderal that the ue tf 


words, ta which cuſtom has long affixed a pecu- 
lar ſenſe, will continue to awaken in the mind 
thoſe ideas which they have generally been em- 


ployed to expreſs; and that the force of the old 


meaning will prevail over any gloſs or interpreta- 
tion, with which we may accompany them. 
Would we get rid of error, we muſt lay aſide the 
terms under which it has been clothed, as well as 


_ explode the ideas themſelves, At leaſt this ſhould | 
be dane with reſpe& to ſuch terms 28, like the 
word “ trinity,“ have no ſanction from the language 


of ſcripture, but are ſurely human inventions. 
Mr. Biddle's confeſſion of faith was ſoon ſuc- 


n by another tract, entitled, The TESsT- 


Montzs of Iræneus, Juſlin Martyr, Novatianus, 
Pheophilus (who lived the two firſt centuries af- 
ter Chriſt was born, or thereabouts) as alſo Arno- 
bius, Lactantius, Euſebius, Hilary, and Bright- 
man; concerning that one Gon and the petſons 


of HOLY: TRINITY» | Together with abſervations 1 


en tha ſame, printed at London. | | 
It way appear inconſiſtent with the bu | 

principles of Mr. Biddle, who profeſſed to derive 

his ſentiments ſolely fram the ſcriptures, that he 


| ſhould make an appeal to human teſtimonies. 


The reaſon and propriety of his adopting this 


1 ) 


mode of arguing are tated By himſelf at the: 66. 


of this piece. 
C6 Thoſe - human aa: Love. written 


have I alledged, not that I much regard them aa 


to myſelf (who make uſe of no other rule to de- 
termine controverſies about religion, than the 
ſcripture; and of no other authentic interpreter, 
if a ſcruple ariſe concerning the ſenſe of ſeripfure, 
than reaſon) but for the ſake of the adverſaries, 
who continually crake the fathers, the fathers. 
And though ſuch of them as diſſent from the 
church of Rome, lay aſide this plea, when they 

have to do with papiſts about ſundry points of eon 

troverſy; yet do they take it up again, in a man- 
ner waving the ſcripture, when they argue with me. 
For it is apparent that the fathers of the two. 
firſt centuries, or thereabouts, when the judg- 
ments of chriſtians were yet free, and not enſlaved 
with the determinations of councils, aſſerted the 
Father only to be that one God „and ſo were in 
the main right as to the faith concerning the 
- HOLY' TRINITY, however they went awry in 


imagining two natures in Chriſt, which came to 


Paſs, (as we before hinted) partly becauſe they 
were great admirers of Plato, and accordingly: (as 
Juſtus Lipſius ſomewhereſaith) did in outward pro- 
Jeſſion ſo put on Chriſt, as that in heart they did 
not put off Plato, wittily applying his high no- 
= a0 - tions 


46 
tions, touching the creation of the world, to what 
was fimply and plainly ſpoken of the man Chriſt 
Jeſus, 3 in relation to the goſpel by the apoſtle 
John; partly that they might thereby avoid the 
ſeandal of worſhipping, a cracified men, a thing 
then very odious amongſt the jews and pagans, and 
pow amongſt deluded chriſtians ®,”. 
Amongſt other , paſſages cited by Mr. Biddle 
3 the ancient chriſtian writers, is that from 
Juſtin Martyr, lately quoted by Dr. Priestley, 
wWhoſe inferences from it have been controverted 
dy his opponents. It may therefore be accepta- 
ble to the reader, if we lay before him Mr. Bid- 
dlle's tranſlation of the paſſage, and remarks on it. 
* Nevertbeleſs, O TRyYPHON, aid I. this re- 
euer ſafe, that ſuch @ an- is the Chrift of God, 
' atthough I cennat demonſtrate that he was, before, 
_ he fon-of tht maker of all things, being a god, and 
, born. & man by the virgin, it being every way 
demonſtrated that he is the Ohrift of God, whoſe- 
ever. otherwiſe he bull be faund in be, But if 7 
Hull not demonſtrate that be did pre-exift, and ac- 
cording. to the counſel of the Father endured to be 
horn c man of like affeftions with us, being endued 
eee eee, ee Her. 130 5 
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tuen in this only, and not to deny that he is ibs | 
Cꝗöbriſt, if be appear to be a man Oe e _ 
ts become the Chrift by electioꝶsn. 

% For there art ſome deat friends, ſaid 5 e 
Lind, wha confeſs him tu be tbe Chrift, yet hold him ts 
bo man born of men. To whom I afſent not; nog 
though very many of the ſame opinion with me ſhould 
fſpeab it, ſince we are commanded by Chris himfolf 
wht to henden to the doctrines of men, bud to ſuch 
things as have been promulgated by the Jy W 
happy memory, and taught by himfelf. 

Aud Taxvrnaon replied, They that Ele was 
a man, and according to election anointed and made - 
Chriſt, methinks ſpeak more probably, than you 
who ſay fuch things as you relate. For ho we 
expect that the Chriſt all be a man of men. 

On this paſſage Mr. Biddle offers ſome ftric- _ 
tures. © Obſerve here, chriſtian reader, that 
Juſtin Martyr did not think it inconſiſtent that 
Jeſus ſhould be the Chriſt, although he had no 
other than the human nature. Secondly, that 
divers chriffians, whom Juſtin Himſelf owtied for 
fuch, for he faith that they were of the fame kind, 
and opiniorr with! him, did then de fatty affirnt 
that Jeſus, whom they counted the Chriſt, had 
none but x human nature. Both which were in 
the faccending age bs ee and ſince by _ 

G aces 


j 


- WI 
other ſuch furious zealots, ſtiffly denied, and he 

pronounced utterly incapable of eternal life, who 
ſhould not believe, not only that Chriſt had ano- 
ther\nature, but (what neither Juſtin Martyr, nor 
any other of the chriſtians, who lived in the two 
firſt centuries, and whoſe works are extant, ever 
did affirm) that that other nature was the very na- 
ture of the moſt high God. Thirdly, that the 
Jews (Who would be happy, were their opinion, 
concerning the kingdom of Chriſt, as true as that 
they hold concerning his nature) did not believe 
that the Chriſt who was to come, ſhould be other 
than a man d. 8 


e CORE _ - 
4 10 ordinance ebta ned againſt Mr. Biddle. | 


Im. is not Slide that theſe. pieces of Mr. 
Biddle could be publiſhed without drawing a great 
odium on their author, or that this attack on pre- 
vaiting and eſtabliſbed opinions, could be made. 
without raiſing indignation Wing him. At that 
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v. i. tract iv. page 97 10, 18. | 
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fme the ſupreme power was ſolely i in the hands of 


te parliament, the epiſcopalian hierarchy had been 


overturned, and in the room of it kad ſucceeded 
2 preſbyterian and eccleſiaſtical government, the 
high court of which ſat at Weſtminſter, and con- 
ſiſted of an aſſembly of divines. Theſe took the 
alarm at the appearance of Mr. Biddle's writings; 
and, inſtead of applying themſelves to the refuta-' 
tion of his ſentiments by à candid and ſolid'an- 
ſwer to his arguments, they applied to the civil 
power, and fupplied the defect of their own ex- 
ertions by recourſe to its commanding terrors. 
They preferred the carnal to the ſpiritual weapon, 
and found a more expeditious and popular remiedy 
againſt the rife of Ben it in die ul bs hs Ne 
than i in that of the pen. 
They accordingly ſolicited the naaa of 
the parliament, and prevailed with it to paſs an 
ordinance for the puniſhing of blaſphemies and he- 
reſies ; from which Mr. Biddle's life was in great 
danger; for though it took a wide compaſs, and 
was formed to reach a variety of opinions; yet it 
was evidently: pointed, in particular, againſt the 
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This ordinance was directly pointed againſt 
ſuch as, in any mode, ſhould not only deny the 
being, omnipreſence, fore- knowledge? almighty 
power, holineſs and eternity of God; but who 
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| Gould, by-preaching, printing, or. ni con. 
troyert the deity of the ſon, or of the holy ſpirit, 
Or the equality gf; Chriſt with the Father, or the 
<diftinRion.. of-two natures, the godheag.: and hy= | 
mavitys. or-the. figleſs, perſection of his humanity, 


and the meritoriouſaeſy af his death. in behalf. of 


believers; or that any of the books, commonly 
deemed . canonical; were not the word of God. 


Ir prongunged thoſe, who offended in any of theſe, 7) 
Inſtances, guilty, of-felony, and, doomed: them, if 


convicted an, confeſſion, or on. the oaths of t- o 
Witneſſes, before two) juſtices, to impriſonment, 
without bail or mainprize, until the next gaol · de- 
. when the witneſſes were hound to give 
and the party were to be indicted for 


5 , publiſhing and maintaining ſuch. error. 


Ic then enacted; that in caſe the indi ment ſhauld = 
he found, and the party, on his. trial ſhould not 
abyure, the ſame. error, and maintenance and 
defence of the ſame, he ſhould ſuffer the pain 

f DEATH; ag in caſe ob felanys. denen 


At. appointed whe fan proce; alien ths 
ſame ſentence againſt. hole wha had been formerly. 
indicted on the ſame grounds, and after having 


ahiured their error, . PR _ and 


maintain the ſame. 
© * the, Gain by, which. a ne en- 
Een | forced 


1 


forced other &ferimidations, 3 
what was wanting in the ſeverity of its feritence, 
was counterbalanced by the rigour with which it 


extended and multiplied its decifions. - To main- 


tain and ꝓubliſſi that all men ſfiould be ſaved ; 
that man hath by nature free will to turn to God 3 
that the ſoul dieth or ſleepeth after the body ĩs dead 
that revelations or workings of the ſpirit are a rule 
of faith; that man is bound to believe no more 


than by his reaſon he can comprehend; that the _ 


two ſacraments of baptiſm and the lord's fapper, 
are not ordinances commanded by the word of 
God; that baptiſing infants is anlawful, or fach 
daptiſm is void, and thut ſuch perſons ought to be 
baptiſed again, and in purſuance thereof ſhall bap- 
tiſe any perſon formerly baprifed ; that the obſer- 
vation of the lord's'day, as it is enjoined by the 
kws and ordinances of this realm, is not accord 
ing te, or is contrary to, the werd of Gd; ur 
that ĩt ĩs not lawful to join in pablic prayer ur 6a 
mily prayer, or to teach children to pray 3 or 
that thechurches of England are no more charch&s, 
nor their miniſters and ordinances true mitiſterd 
and ordinanees; or that the church government by 
preſbytery is unlawful, or antichriſtian; or that 
magiſtracy, or the power of the eivil magiſtrate h 
u eſtablimed in England, is unlawful, of that all 
1 though for the public defence, (and, 
: = * though 


= 


( 52 ) 


though the cauſe be never ſo juſt) is unlawful, 


To advance or maintain any of theſe opinions in- 
curred, by this ordinance, impriſonment till the 
party. ſhould find two ſufficient ſureties, before two 
juſtices of the peace, one of them to be of the 
quorum, that he would not publiſh or maintain 
the ſame error or errors any more . 


The enumeration of the opinions powanons 


by. this ordinance- (ſome of which are omitted in 
this review) is ſo minute, and full and pointed, as 
plainly to ſpeak this language: Our principles 


form an unerring ſtandard, and not any deviation 
from it, in one inſtance, is or ſhall be admitted.“ 


No. decree of any councils, no bull of any pope 
could be more dogmatical, or authoritative ; —_ 


Seen have boon more ſanguinary. 915 


Beſides the feverity of the penalties, which it 


== IR mode of proceſs which it appointed 


was arbitrary and repugnant to the conſtitution of 
this ne in nende as welt as hs ue | 


} 
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See e Hitory of __ engliſh 3 mob 1. p. 199« 


405. or Britiſh biography, vol. 6. p. 82. 84. This ordinance | 


is alſo preſerved i in A collection of acts and ordinances of 


2 general uſe, made in the parliament begun and held at Weſt: 


®/minkter, che gd of November, 2648, and fince unto the ad; 5 
ent of the Parliament begun and holden the 17th of 
tewher, 1656, being a 2 Ah that work from 
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this paved Principles of egeity and jute ce 
allowed neither the privilkege-of 2 jary, ner the Nis 
prone nerve Ne 
tous bigotry- 05 ner Ana 

The truth, indeed is, that bigotry, daß len 
ver amiuble nor reaſonable, is toinparitively an 
bumlefs thing, wben it exifls only in Individual 
Who are not armed with the power of the ford; 
nor ean act with an onited and <Sttibined influ 


ence and authority. The alliante df the Ehiltth - - 


Vith the ſtate, gives the ſtin to this intolerah in 
baneſul temper; and it matters little, vhether x 
leaders iti the churen ſupport" the rank of bilhops, 
nur r the humble poſt of preſbyters;” ” 
Boch epiſcopicy and preſdytertaniſim a4 adopt = 
pn eg productive of two great evils, 
Mons e all nefarious; 
The great and fountain error is the confideting of 
| Meeres as à ſubject of human government. 
This notion produtes two great eis. T. LEE 
_ bisLAaTION; now all human legiſlation is op. 
preſſive to conſcience; and it is immaterial where 
this power is lodged. It is ryRANM NY any where: 
2. Enforeing laws made by Jefus, by penal ſanes 
tions. In popery and.epiſcopa both the legs 


tive and executive power are lodged in the — 5 


perſon. Preſbyterianiſm is exactiy like them, and 
: wy ſwears the civil magiſtrate todo GO parte 
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Arwen. From theſe to evile, 


ame. intolerant, dogmatical ſpirit z and had the 
ſame baneful aſpeR on the nen of oh d. . 


* 
o * 7 * 12 


Ar — : * 8 Land 


tw) 


for conſcience and then executing them, or exe · 

cuting laws made by Jeſus Chriſt, by coercive 
meaſures, . confuſion and . evil 

. „ 
„The n of tha ſn, PROS the 
Hort period, when they were in alliance with the 
powers of this oountry, verifies the truth 


N of theſe remarks. |. In reference to their meaſures, 


Milton had every reaſon to. fay. with i ſatyrical 
ne.,“ Nen nn. is but HO ones | 
mote large. 

For the on v * ve, was wk 
one, out of ſeveral public acts, that breathed the 


and on the rights of conſcience. 3-49 
The fact is, that the queſtion. W as ; 
rights of ' conſcience, had not been brought into A 
diſcuſſion ; or, at. leaſt, the inquiry was only in 
is infancy. -The object of conteſt, between the 
epiſcopalians and preſbyterians, had been, not to 
eſtabliſh and enlarge the general liberty, but to | 


gain power to themſelves, and to give ſecurity to 


theis own Pe bas "= i a Oe 


* 
15 * 4 a 12 ** * 
8 ** 114 a 3 \ _ 


1 Robinfon's Sis leQures on the principles of ponconfor- 
| that 


10 e 4 E- 


8 lation of the Mamairs of the life and writings.of 


At Dort, the tranſlation of Dr. Prieſtley” s Hiftary 


(3%) 7 
chat their own: creed, their own mode of worſhip. 
- alone, was ſcriptural ; and, whenceftabliſhed, ws | 
to eee —— of © 
authority,” © (9927 Wo Trig 25 5 THE: 1011 Wks 6 
In the courſe of is conteſt, depend 
brd Hen years, gained the ſuperiotity. All thoſe 
meaſures: were then right, which before they felt | 
to be unjuſt and oppreſſiue ; becaùſe now tile 
were: uſed in the cauſe of God and truth! Power . 
blinded and corrupted g hem, as it had done before 
the epiſcopalians. An eccleſiaſtical hierarchy; in 
every nation, in every age, under all ci revos 
lutions, has been inimical to truh, and a bat to 
reſtirtnatiom. 2 none of lbb A 0 
In Scotland the preſhyterian hierareby is meli2 


orated by ĩts neighbourhood to this country, and 


its union with the epiſcopalian hierarchy under the 
fame king. But in Geneva, and in Holland} 
where it reigus, exempt from the -inflence and 
controul of a different and powerful body of men 
it is by no means favourable to liberty and free 

inquiry. The ſeverity of the placarts, in the Jat< 
ter of theſe countries, has been a bar to the tranſ 


Fauſtus Socinus into Dutch. No bookſeller there 


having the courage to appear as the publiſher of it. 


of the ä of — has been firialy 
. | | prohibited, 
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| of Holland have, in general, little of any moral in- 
munen: . e b is N 


| _ Buine advocates for liberty, have. no. reals, and 
but few equals . een 5 


t x6) 


| prohibited, - And it may, en eisen bo 
affected, hat the ſermons of the eſtabliſhed clergy 


+34. 2 


It is an . 


| vers of this day, and a ground of devout thantful- 


neſt; that preſbyterianiſm hath no exiſtence amongſt 
em. They: who, very improperly, are called 


But it e n 
to Mr. Biddle, to whom, it was expected that 
the ordinarice, which has led us into theſe reſtexi- 


ene, would have © proved fatal. Had it been 


more confined in d diredion, it could ſcarcely © 
have failed of being deſtructive to him. But its 


force was directei to ſo many objects, and ſo va - 


Tious, that it would have involved, i in the enecu- 


tion of its ſeritence, many whom not only policy 


hut neeeſſity conſtruined, them to ſpare; 
r, in the army, ſrom which quarter the autho- 
ity ot e e met with conſiderable I 
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| Kvered before the friends of the New Academy at Mancheſter | 
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1 
tion, numbers, both of ſoldiers and officers, were 
liable to the ſeverities of this act. On this ace 
count, and hecauſe there was a diſſenſion in the 
parliament itſelf, it er pi Sag for ſeveral 
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Mr. Biddle n "PACED from 1648 65 16 51. F. 
Subſequent enlargement and improvement of it. 
Tuovon the eireumſtances noticed in the eloſe 
of the laſt ſection enervated, to a great degree, the 
force of thatſhocking ordinance, which was hin 


* at Mr. Biddle's life, yet he ſuffered: for ſeveral "6 


years, the miſeries of a ſevere impriſonitient.! "It 
derived, however, ſome mitigation, and tides 
enlargement through the death bf Chatles I. 4, 
In the ſubſequent confuſion of the times, arifilg | 
frem the oppoſition that the commonwealth met 
with from the royaliſts, the ſcots and the iriſh, and 
from the conduct of ihe preſbyterians towarts the 
new government, the attention of the parliament 
and of the preſpyterians was naturally drawh'off 
from religious diſputes to the eſtabliſhiment'vf ; 
| eee influence” in the political fee: 
The 


* 


( 38s ) 
- The prtament alntred with plc u. 
rect exertions in'favour'ofttoleration. + || 
For Oromwell, before he embarked ee 
which! he was appointed to reduce, ſent letters to 
the parliament, urging the repeal of all the penal 


| laws relating to religion. His application was 


ſupported hy a petition from general Fairfax, and 
his council of officers, praying that all penal ſta- 
tutes formerly made, whereby many conſcientious 


people were inglefied, might be removed. This 
petition was favourably. received, and, after ſome 
time, paſſed into à Jaw. 


Theughi it does ndt appear ut Mr. Biddle, 
in oonſequence of this, was diſmiſſed from ꝓriſon 
by a legal and official diſaharge, yet, for the pre- 
Ent, theſe meaſures were favourable to him. His | 
per allowed him more liberty, and permitted 


him, upon ſecurity being given, even to go into 
Staffordſhire. Here the obloquy and cor 


which he had ſuffered, were, in tome degree, 
ſoothed and, counterbalanced, by the patronage 


and, kindneſs of a juſtice of the peace, who rea 


eiued him into his houſe, couteoully entertained = 
to be a preacher of a church in that county, and 
mt his death left him a legacy s which was a very 
kaſonable ſupply to him, as he had already ſpent | 
An charge 
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( 59 ) 
| e Ms. Biddle. have ak wem 
| the gentleman. who added this excellent part 

evidenced a laudable ſuperiority to vulgar: 5 
dices, in not being aſhamed of this: perſecuted 
and in. miniſtring to his wants. It is a pleaſing 
thought, that though the names of thoſe, who 
perform ſuch good deeds,: ſhould be loſt ta: tha 
world, they are . in en 
of heaven. 1 8 2 
Mr. Biddle was not lang permitted bo 8 
eaſe: and comfort of his friendly aſylum; forcfig 
John Bradſhaw, preſident of the council of lates 
e. e e e ee orders 


In this Ras al ee Pers lated: ta:B&brus. 
aty, 1652; what: proved moſt grievous to him, Mas 
that by reaſon of his lying under the ĩimputation 
of: blaſphemy and hereſy, the minds of people 
were either ſo, alienated from him, or. ſo intimi - 
dated with an apprehenſion of incurring the fame 
dium, ſhould they ſhew him any kind and re- 
ſpectſul attention, that he was; cut off from: alll 
the dercn of Res and could Wee © have 
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N uny one to converſe with. In particular, no dis 
vine, except Mr. Peter Gunning, afterwards biſhop 
of Ely, during his ſeven years confinement, ever 
paid him a viſit, not even to attempt to convince 
him of his errors. A good man, ſuffering for 
conſcience and his love of truth, muſt be very 
ſenſibly affected with a treatment, which n 
not only neglect, but contempt and hatrd. 
A worthy ſueceſſor to Mr. Biddle; in che like 
fufferings, and for the ſame; cauſe, the excellent 
Mr. Emlyn, felt the full force of this trial. 
<« Duririg this more than two whole years im- 
priſonment, ſays he, my former acquaintance 
(how intimate ſoever before) were altogether 
eſtranged from me, and all offices of civility in a 
manner ceaſed; eſpecially among them of ſuperior 
| though a few of the plainer tradeſmen of 
Don people were more compaſſionate and 
kind. Ol my God, what a change haſt thou 
made in my outward condition! I had a tolerable 
eſteem, and a multitude of friends, but am now 
become their ſcorn and bye-word, and * ac- 
gquaintance and friends ſtand afar off x. 
Thus bigotry cancels the bonds of life, and 
heretical pravity is looked on as more criminal 
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by Emlyn' $ Works, ls 1. P. 36. 4th ed. 1746. Memoirs of 
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than the. a heinous acts of immorality. 4 8 
robber and a murderer is treated according to the 
rights of humanity, and is indulged with:the'viſit 
of ſympathy and friendſhip, which is denied tu 
| the man who deviates ſrom the prevailing faith! 
though his character in every other reſpect is 
blameleſs and excellent; denied by thoſe, Who 
profeſs a religion which ineultates vifeing the 
ee as an expreſſion of reſpect, of attach 
ment, and gratitude, 10 its great author. But ſo 
it  pleaſeth providence, that the cùp of which the 
ſufferer for righteouſneſs ſake partaketh, ſhould 
be mingled with every bitter ingredierit, to try his 
faith, to exalt- his virtue, and to ſHew tlie power 
of truth, ſurmounting/AD the end, every evikand 
difficulty. lit „ boas bas lt Ou 
la the ne Mr. Biddle, poverty was 
added to impriſotiment.and/the neglect of man- 
bind. - Notwithſtanding the recruit which his for- 
tune had received from the legacy juſt mentioned, 
bis ſubſtance, in the courſe of ſcven years eon 
 finement, was all ſpent, and he w ⁰ reduced to 
ſuch indigence, that, unable to pay for the ardi- 
nary repaſt of the table, he was glad, ſays his 
biographer, of the cheaper ſupport af dfinkingy - 
a draught of milk from the e mains 
evening. ” 
When he was W o this btuajon, and 


- had been ſo long precluded from all the means of 


F . ſupport, ; 


F 
* 
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ſopport, which the benevolence of others, or his 
own induſtry, might ſupply; divine providence did 
not leave him to periſh throùgh want, but opened 
for him an unexpected reſouree. Mr. Roger 
Daniel, à printer, of London, formed at that 


ume the deſign of publiſhing a new and moſt 
accurate edition of the greek verſion of the old 


Teſtament, called the Septuagint. At the recom- 
mendation of à learned man, he employed Mr. 


| Riddle to correct the impreſſion, knowing full 


well, ſays Mr. Wood, that Biddle was an exact 
grecian, and had time enough to follow it. This 
was an employment not only ſeaſonable, but moſt 
acceptable to Mr. Biddle, '** whoſe delight, ob- 
ſerves the writer of his life, „was in the law of 


God. This, and another employment of a more 


private nature, did, for ſome time, furniſh Ten. 
with a comfortable ſubſiſtence®.” 
In the year 1651, ſuch public ede were 


taken, as, by their operation, were favourable to 


our virtuous ſufferer; for the parliament publiſhed 
an act of indemnity for all crimes; with à few 
exceptions, which did not reach the caſe of thoſe 


| who were confined for advancing and diſſeminating 5 


what wete deemed heretical opinions. This act 
reſtored, among others, Mr. Riddle to full liberty. 


» Wood's Athenz Oxonienfes, Art. Biddle. 


An unity ef perſon. as. 


ck 


In conſequence of the pieces he had publiſhed, 5 
and of the ſevere proceedings. againſt him, it ap- 
pears, that an attention to the general queſtion 
was awakened; and ſome had been made converts 
to his principles, particularly in London. The 
liberty which he now obtained, was improved: by 
his meeting, on every Lord's day, with thoſe 
friends he had gained in the city, for the purpoſe 
of: mes ther: dom * \(Giſopuriing 
thereon! 8 di, | =: # 10 
„The eee on ach Me. Biddle and his 
adherents firſt formed themſelves i into a diſtinct 
and ſeparate ſociety was, that the unity of God is 

all as nature; that the bol 
ſpirit is indeed a perſon, but not God. The ob- 
ect of their religious aſſociation was to exert their 
endeavours, that the honour of almiglity God 
ſhould. not be transferred: to another. For, as 
Mr. Biddle urges, in a piece before quoted, God 
is zealous of his honour, and will not give it to 
another; we, therefore, as beloved children, ſhoubl 
imitate our heavenly Father herein, and not; upon 
any pretence whatſoever, depart from his expreſs 
command, and give the worthip of the ſupreme 
Lord of heaven and earth to him whom the ſerige 
ture no where afrirmeth. to be God. mw 

Mr. Biddle's ſociety, emancipated from the re- 
| Araints of an W and e tage- 

| F 2 - "_ 
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ther, ah for the purpoſe of divine worſhip, 
but for freely inveſtigating theological queſtions, 
adopted ſome other diſcriminating notions. . Sueh 
as theſe; that the fathers under the old cove. 


. nant had only temporal promiſes; that ſaving 


faith conſiſted in univerſal obedience performed to 
the commands of God and Chriſt; that Chriſt 


_ roſe again only by the power of his Father, not 
dis oon; thatju/tifhing. faith is not the pure gift 


of God, but may be acquired by men's natural 
abilities ; that faith cannot believe any thing don 


trary to, or above reaſon ; that there is no original 


in; that Chriſt hath not the ſame body now in 


glory, in which he ſuffered and: roſe again; that 
the falnts thall not have. wer fame body in head 


ven which they had on eri; that Cliriſt was 
not lor or #ingi before his reſurredt ion, or pri 


before his aſcenſion; that the ſaints ſhall not, be- 


Fore the day of judgment, enjoy the bliſs of hea- 
wei; that God doth not certainly. know: future 
contingencies; that there is not any authority of 


| Fathers or general councils. in determining matters 
of faith; that Chriſt before his death had not any 


dominion over the angels; and that Chat, by 


Aying, mag no ſatisfaQtion for ag$fts!; tw $15.4 


bn See the Preface to Sir ed Pett' $ 3 future Late of 
England; a8 quoted by M6theim's tranflator. 'Moſheim” s Ec- 
claB@ical hiſtory, vol. v. p. 66. aber 5 rr of the ad edition i in 


vg, 1767. ö 2 


The 


„ 
the unity of God, and the humanity of Chriſt, 
with the followers of Socinus, they were detiomi- 
nated & ſocinians. 4 They followed indeed, at firſt, 


+ Mr: Biddle (as he eſpouſed the tenets of Socinus) 


but ſo, that as ſoon as there appeared better light, 
to uſe a ſeripture phraſe) they rejoiced in it“ 
The name which moſt properly characteriſed their 
leading fentiment and detachment from an impli- 
0 <ip:aqherence gs tedoher, v was 1 < unita- 
Fan e 
This was Ai viſe of i whe: 1 0 unitarians, FA 
| wholh honour it was ſaid, that ** beſides an acute 
neſs and dexterity of thought, they were excel- 
lently learned, eſpecially in ſaered criticiſm.” But 
s that which moſt commended them, was the 
freedom and fincerity, which they all along prac- 
tiſed, in Judging of the controverted articles of 
religion. f 
It is juſtice to the cavity perſons themſelves, | 
and uſcful to poſterity and the cauſe of truth, to 
: perpetuate, if poſſible, the names of thoſe' who © 
have been its patrons. and advocates, or ſufferers 
for it; and who, by their exertions, though not 
by their pen, have contributed to tlie ſpread of re- 
i 1 knowledge and free inquiry. We regret 


„ 1 
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it; that bf thoſe who were Mr. Biddle's gende, 
and members of the church which he raiſed, only 
w names. have heen preſerved to us; thoſe of 
W Nathaniel Stuckey and Mr. Thomas Firmin. 


Tdi firſt was 2 young gentleman, rev 
— and early piety.” He was 
born in 1640. At the age of fifteeri he —.— | 
a latin tranſlation of Mr. Biddle's ſcripture cate - 

chiſmi, for the uſe of foreigners; and in the next 
:year 1665, he printed a latiti verſioh of. Mr. Bid- 
dle's Brief catechiſm for children; to which he 

annexed an oration of his own, in the ſame lan- | 


; | guage, on the ſufferings and death of Chriſt v. | 
This young: man _ at the N of ſeyen- i 
8 1 VVV dee 
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＋ To this edition of Mr. Biadle's — pieces Au 
ee; a letter addreſſed io him by Jeremiah Felbinger, 2 
zealous unitarisn, who was born. in Sileſia, but having been ob- 
liged often to change his ee on account of his ſentiments, 

died in Amſterdam, where he ſupported himſelf by the care of 

1 * | ſchool, and correcting the preſs. The purport of the letter juſt 

3 Rt mentioned, was to expreſs his joy in the acquiſition of ſuch a 

. man tothe party of the antitrinitarians; and to convey his earneft 
a wiſhes, ſupported by var ious arguments, that he would go on to 
exert himſelf in the fame cauſe, and would diſſeminate the ſen- 
4inents he adopted; not only in England, but in the new world. 
Vide Fr. Sam, Beck Hiſtoria antitrinitatiorum, vol. 1. vo. 


3 =: 2776. Art. Felbingerius. TY 
_ + Sandii Bibliotheca antitrinitarioram. Art, diaet. 4 Fel- 
£7 a 1 hs 


But 
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"+ But the greateſt honour and ſupport were de- 


rived to Mr. Biddte and his cauſe from the frienck- 
friend and intimate of the doctors Outram, Which- 
cote and Worthington, and of the biſhops: Wil- 
kins, Tillotſon and Fowler; a man of eminent 
piety and ſuperior virtue ; who, for active and 


generous benevolence, has had few equals im any 
nage. Biſhop Burnet ſays of him that e was 
in great eſteem for promoting many charitable 
deſigns, for looking after the poor of the city, and 


ſetting them to work: for raiſing great ſums for * 


ſcchools and hoſpitals, and indeed for charities 6f 
all forts, private and public. He had fuch ertihit 


with the rieheſt citizens, that he had che o- 


fion for it . His time was devoted to benevo- 


Tent exertions;; his fortune was 1aid out in [liberal | 
-munificent deeds. The hoſpitals of St. Tho- ' 


mas and of Chriſt particularly felt the 'influence, 
and continue to enjoy! tie gad effeAts,/ of tis ge- 
neroſity and activity. In the cloiſter'of the latter, 


a marble records and perpetuates the per te of 


-his wonderful zeal and charly r. 


. Biſhop Bornett's Hilory of bis = cues v v. © ede. 
S 


+ For a full account of his moſt uſeful and generous deeds, ſee 


his life written by “ one of his moſt i intimate acquaintance,” and 


more * by Mr, Corniſh, | 
Y ; | | | Mr. 


00 


Mr. Firmin,' beſides being the perſonal friend 
of Mr. Biddle, continued, after his deceaſe, and 
until after the revolution, with much vigour and 
aſſiduity, to promote the reception of his opinions. 
He encouraged many publications in defence of 
the unity of God, which he diſperſed over the na- 
tion, diſtributing them freely to all who would ac- 
cept of them. He had a particular concern in 
the publication of ſeveral volumes of unitarian 
tracts in quarto, which iſſued forth . the _w 
about the time of the revolution. 


1 108d Mr. Firmin was a very young man 1 Mr. =, 


ZBiddle's ſociety was firſt formed; and it does not 
appear that ĩt ſubſiſted after the death of its foun- 
der, who did not attempt to bring his friends in- 
to ſuch. cloſe bonds of union, as would preſerve 
them a diſtindt community after his removal. 
The force of the teſtimony, which was borne to 
the doctrine of tlie divine unity. by the writings of 
the unitarians, could not but be greatly diminiſhed 
by the diſſolution of Mr. Biddle's ſociety. It is 
to be lamented, that Mr. Firmin, in particular, 
did not exert himſelf to keep together this body 
of unitarians, or that, if, as one would hope, he 
did take ſome ſteps with this deſign, 1 were 

not ſucceſsful, TS | oaks 
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Mr. Biddle's i Diſpute with Dr. . Guning, and | 
| Publication 8 his ee 32 wy | 


Mihai Mr. Biddleand his friends ava the 
liberty of holding religious aſſemblies, Dr. Gun- 


ning, afterwards regius profeſſor of divinity at Cam. | 


dridge, and biſhop of Ely, who, hadviſited Mr. Bad- 


plained bis intentions and views; that they were, 
not to be an hearer af Mr. Biddle, and:a-witneſs 


dle in priſon, and was eminent as a learned man, and 
as a ready acute diſputant, came on a lordꝰs day, in 
the year 1654, to their meeting, accompanied 
with ſome learned friends. His conduct foon:ex> 


of the order of his worſhip, but publicly and be. 
fore his own adherents, to confound and confute 


him. For he commenced a difputation with-him, 
on the firſt time; concerning tlie deity of the holy 
ſpirit; and then, on the next lord's day; concern» 


ing the ſupreme deity of Chriſt. Thediſputation 
was' carried on in the ſyllogiſtie mode, and wy, 


tock their turns of reſponding and oppoſing. 


Mr. Biddie was evidently taken at a great dif. 
advantage, as he was ſuddenly ſurpriſed into a de- 


| _ without any. preparation. for it. But this 


17 | 4 cir cums- 
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elreumſiante contributed to diſplay both his tur- 
niture and abilities, and to ſnew how much he had 
ſtudied the queſtions, and was maſter of the argu- 
ment. For his biographer informs us, that Mr. 
Biddle acquitted himſelf with ſo much learning, 
judgment, and knowledge in the ſenſe of the holy 
ſcriptures, that inſtead of loſing, he gained much 
credit both to himſelf and his cauſe, as even ſome 
of the gentlemen of Dr. Gunning' e had the 
ingenuity to acknowledge ..“. 
5 But the doctor, ailkag to he! Van a8 
boiled, or preſuming on his own ſuperiority in 
another queſſ ion, ſurpriſed Mr. Biddle a third 
time, and finding him in the diſcuſſion of the ar- 
gument againſt the ſatisfaction of punitive juſtice 
by the death of Chriſt, he defended that ſentiment 
with great vigour; But on this, as on the former 
octaſions, he met with a ſkilful and dexterous op- 
ponent; 2 he had the n afterwards to 
a: G71 Aru - 
4 es of. ok; * jatrudling . unawares, 
upom a religious ſogiety, and interrupting their 
worſhip, or by diſcuſſing controverted points in a 
- public diſputation, hath, very properly, been laid 
"aſide, and given way, in our more liberal age, to. 
a . ee 1 a 
eat is Unitarian trects· Biddle's un p:6, 7. 
5 2 5 violence 
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violence in it, from which modern adVcenell is 
juſtly averſe; and it favoured more of the ſpirit of 
contention, and an eagerneſs for victory, than of 
the love of truth. Yet public diſputation was a 
mode of oppofing ſuppoſed error, generally prac _ 
tiſed through Europe, from the time of the refor- 
mation till the cloſe of the laſt century. What- 
ever advantage might ariſe from ſuch public diſ- 
cuſſion of theological queſtions, by awakening the 
attention of men, and exciting them to think and 
inquire on ſubjects, to which perhaps they would 
not, otherwiſe, have turned their thoughts: yet 

they were productive of much evil, by inflaming 
the ſpirits of men. They thus tended to heget in 
ſome adiſlike, and in others a contempt of religi- 
ous debate; while the prevailing party took obca- 
ſion to triumph with all the inſolence of power. 

But to return—this year of Mr. Biddke's life 
was diſtinguiſhed more by the publication of two 
catechetical pieces, than'by his public diſputations 
with Dr. Gunaing. -. They were entitled, + 
T wor fold catechiſm the one ſimply ealled 
« Scripture. catechiſm.; the other I Brief eri. 


« fre catechiſin for children 3” herrin e chiaſelds "FE" 


« wiſe propoſed, reſolve abemſelves _ pertinent: 
« anſwers: taken ward for word out bf ab. ſerigts 
4 ture, without either 8 1 
Compoſed 


* 


5 0 72 ) 
ce Compoſed for their ſakes that could fain be 
ee re chri i/tians, and not of this or that ſect, in- 
& aſmuch as all the ſects of chriſtians, by what 
names ſoever diſtinguiſned, have more or leſs 
< departed fron: the ſimplieity and truth of the 


. ſcripture.” “ The diſcriminating title of the 


other runs, I Brief ſcripture catechiſin for chil- 


adren; wherein, notwithſtanding the brevity there- 


of, all things neceſſary untp life and godlineſs are 
OY By John Biddle, nun _ Were of 


the univerſity of Oxford, 
In the preface to the firſt of theſe, Mr. Biddle 


8 rt, chat all catechiſms were generally eo 


led with the ſuppoſitions and traditions of men; 
that the leaft part of them was derivtd from the 
word of God.” For, fays he, „when councils, 
convocations, and aſſemblies of divines, juſtling 


the ſacred writers out of their place in the church, 


kad once framed articles and confeſſions of faith 
according to their own fancies and intereſts, and 
the civil magiſtrate had by his authority ratified the 
| fame; all catechifms were afterwards fitted to thoſe 
articles and confeſſions, and the ſeripture either 
., wholly omitted, or brought in, only for a ſhew, not 
one quotation amongſt many being à whit tothe 
purpoſe; as will appear to any man of judgment, 
who tatcing into his hands the ſaid catechiſms, 
ſhall examine the texts alledged in them; for if he 

Doge | do 


FS 
5% = 


( De. 
do this diligently and iinpairially,' he will gi the 
feripture and thoſe- catechiſms to be at ſo wide = 
x diſtance from one Another,” that he Will begih to or 
| queſtion, wherhet the catechifts* pave a8) Rl 4 
ab 1b What they wrote, and dick not only tn efifelves 
refuſe to make uſe of their reaſon, but prefume 
that their readers alſo would do the ſame.” lk 
To prevent the evils of this method; Mr. Bid. 
Ae profeſſes, that, according te the windetaniing! 

he had 6btained by eonfinual meditation on the 
word of God, hie had compiled his ſeriptufe ca- 
techiſm; in which he himſelf aſſerted nothing,! but | 
only introduced the” ſcripture faithfully uttering | 
its own aſſettions, which all chriſtians confeſs 10 
be dr undübtedd truth? H 3 has you? 100 | 
Mr. "Biddle; aWate that his anita | 
exhibit - ſentiments" ebiitrary to the current 
opinion of the age, cautions his reader againſt 
taking offence” at them. Take heed that tliou 
fa not foul upon chem, for: them canſpndk dd 0, 
without faling! upon ü holy ſchiptäre Her, In- I 
aſſmiuck as all the anſchers ig nel 
centechiſm are faithfully tranſeiibed oui of RA 2 2 | 
rightly applied. to the queſivns;*#8"tholt thi . af FRM 
may eſt perceive; if thou grows make x digi? n- 
ſpection intd tlie ſe era texts With all tkeir : 
cuniſtanices, 1979114 e el 29 1019784) donne 
He" vas appreficave that "6þfeiGn bale _ 
8 be 
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people, or by thoſe th 


Ca) 
made to o the. deſign. for, which ſome. texts were, 
Gy VIZ, that they gught. to be underſtopd figura- 

tively.; be proteſts therefore againſt putting fignra+ 
tive interpretations. on the ſcripture, withogt ex - 
preſs warrantofthe ſcripture itſelf, as a method of 
: interpretation ſ uhject to no certain rule, and which, 


might be applied. to the ſupport of any abſurdity. 


Wm * Certainly, 5 might we of our own heads, argues 
he, figuratively interpret the ſcripture ; when the 


Letter! is neither rehugnant to pur ſenſes, nor to. the 


0 ve texts, nor to a greater number of 
Plain texts to the contrary, . (for in ſuch caſes we 
muſt of neceſſity admit figures. in the ſacred vo- 

lume, as well as we do in proſane ones, other- 


wiſe both they ant it will claſh either win them 


Ives, or with our ſenſes, which the ſeripture it- 
ſelf intimates to be of infallible certainty, ſee 1 
John 1, 2. 3.) might we, I ſay, at our pleaſure, 
impoſe, our figures and allegories on the plain 


words of God, the ſcrip:ure. would in very deed Z 
1 be, what ſome blaſphepoowlly affertit, angſeof ar. 


| troduced into, i the chiiflinn. religion, by the. in- 
vention of intricate and unſeriptural terms and 2 
+ phraſes, which are not underſtood, either by the 
. invented them, deſerve. 
Wherefore, ſays he, there Is. fe * 


AL 


reduce the ehem wits prim. 


uve 


i%) 
ehviigitey (a ching he obſerves; never bincerely 
attempted, even in the reformed churches, 'fitice 
men have; by ſevere penafties, bien MA he Hr8th 
proceeding further can did Luther or Calvin) Bit 

by caſhiering thoſe many intricate terns, anttf de- 

viſed forms of ſpeaking, impoſed on our religion, | 
and by wholly betaking ourſelves to” the plirinefs 
of the ſeripture. For Thave long fince obſerved, 
that when, to Expreſs matters of religion mem make 
uſe of words and phraſes ugdllijeard" sf in e ſeripe 
ture, they ſlily under them tuch falſe doctrines, 
and obtrude them on us for without queſtion the 
doctrines of the ſeripture e 
in no Wipuage, as that of ſcripture itſelf,” | 
.  After-a:full enumeration of viribus ber 
troduced into theblogy, Mir. Biddle eds 
% After Conſtantine the Great, together with the 
council of Niee, had once deviated from the lan- 
guage of the ſeriptute in the buſineſs touching the 
donof God, calling: him co - eſſential with the Fa-. 
ther ; this opened a gap for others afterwards; un. 
der a pretenoe of guarding the truth from :heretics,, 
to deviſe nd terms at pleaſure, which did by des - 


grees 40 vitiate the chaſtity and Gmplicity of our 


_ Gith' geliveredvin| the ſcripture, ttiat there hardly 
remained ſo much as one point tief found” _ 
EIN it — be diſputed in 

* 
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me {hols whether the. old hip e Thecus 
{which,had in à manner been Mhally. altered at 
ſundry Aces, by the acceſſion ef ne pigcns uf 
timber. upon che decay of the ald) were he fame 
ſhipijt, had hen at ftſt, aud not rather anather by 
a degrees ſuhſtituted in the, ſtead tliereof. In like 
manner, there was ſo, muck: of the primitive 
truth worn away by the gotruption, that did by lit- 
tle and little overſprsach the generality of bhriftians, 
Tejigionggtleverabtinges,: that one tnight juſily queſ- 
tion, whether it were the ſame religion with that 
which Chriſt and his apoſtles taught, and not ano- 
cher ſince daviſed by men, and put in 2 
thereof 512337 5511115353 10 769 an oo tt 
Bi But thanks be ne ee Jeſus 
Ohriſt, ho àmidſt tlie univerſalicorruptibnof our 
religion, hath preſerved his written word entire, 
{for had men corrupted it; they u buld have 
made i dt ſpeak more favotirablycin behdifioÞ2teir 

Juſtss and wotldiy antereſta than it doth) Which 

awardzbif werwithi-diligerice-and>finceritypry into, 
reſolving to embrace the doctrine that is there 

plainly delivered, though all the worde ſtiould ſet 
itſelf againſt us for ſo doing, we ſhall eaſily diſcern 
ile ſtuth, andi ſo be able to reduce nur religionitd 
its eftrſtupridsiples. d 200 f Hum of benigne: 
D * Ae 8 nem 


2 t 1 8 | rience, | 


of © 2 
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viences. who being otherwiſe of no. great-abilities;, | 
yet ſettiog: myſelf with the. guad, reſolutibng, | 
for; ſundty years tegether,.upen.,en; imphνẽ all 
ſeareh of: the ſeripture, ae int _ofily, detected 
many errors, but preſerited mer fradets with, al 
body of religion, exactly tianſerihed aut af the- 
word, ob God; which, body wholgeven ſhall welÞ 
rumiuate and: digeſt in his mind, may, hythe ſame 
method wherein. I haye gone, befgre his make! 
a. further are. qrages tak Gods, andi 
brought, to: light, vt, end +: 


apogee aimed fag de legen ieh, 


ing out the. mere wiſdom:of Guds andi being Aer 

exacteſt, rule of a, holy life (which, all:religions, 
whatſoever: confeſs; to: be the way unto happineſs}); 
that can be imagined; and, whoſe: divinity, Will 
NGVEy ur to, the e 9G, be ; quelijoned:, 


| worldly luſts,-and. ol oben the, pure ang perfect pro- 
cCepts. W hie / obedience, whoſoevenſhall perform, 
he ſhalb nor oniy in the life te come, but eve 


6 aeg e mins rt) mon. 
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four Chapters, compriſing a yt bBſpeculative | 
: andpricticabtheology;: The ſubjects are, of the 
Holy dariptune, op word of Gd; of God; ef 
dretion.; Gf Chriſt Jeſus 3 of the holy ghoſt ? 5 
ſalvation :by Chet; bef Chriſtis Imediatlon ; Df 
Chriſt's propheiie office; of remiſſion of fins by 
Chriſt; of Chriſt's Kingly office ; of Chriſt's 
priefily office g of CHriſt s death; of the univerſal 
lity-of God's l, of 2Chrit's reſurrectiom; ef 
__ jaftificatied andfaithiy of keeping the ebmänd- 
ments, and having age to reward! of per- 
feclionc in virtue and gadlinefs to be attained, ad 


bl departing ftom'irightebuſeſb and faith; ef the 


ddty ot biss and mmagiſtrates ; wip es ind Rü 
batids} children and parents, Tervants an af, 
ters J of the behaviour of men and worten in g 
neral, and in ſpeeial, of aged" men, aged women; 
ven "Wolters ad young men; ef prayer; off 
tlis ehüreh; of the government and diſeipline of 
the church { of baptifm ; of che lord's Tupper; of 
the ceſurtection of the dead; and the laſt judge 
ment; and-what ali be the fink? cbadirion armee 
rigkteous and the wicked thereupon. Se LLP 
This piece, thougli drawn up purely in A I 
. woids'6f ſeripture, was formet with's pointed re- 
5 to the opinions hiehꝰhe eonceibed had 
tot in the ſeriptures q and many of is 
333 nnn the 


— x ſtents 


8 C s ) 1 
texts which -appeated;explicitly and piairyz ts 


ſtand in contraſt with thoſe ſentiments. For ine 
ſtance orf. 99 £082 iR to trad fr n 


27} the ehäptey -G op chere is is gener 


que mon cher rng the ſo ofthedivine Beings 


Could we jobe him with*@l u brat, if he wers 
thrtèe? Oris Onenefh the taufe linted by Mod | 
ee, n des mesl nove rm anlug r How bunt 
chers eoktfing RENE Trad 3f Wie hebrew! 
NS She Africvort'sGb fanflation WRIST I 
1: nfwer! Hear!) ire, The PROT 
tis :ord'is Ons.” Deut. vi. 4. DEM d 1 of 
An thebchapter on the kinely office" bf CH, 
tiere ie anorher Salle of thi®*peint& vel 
fetense f vr . Ouglit / meu *t5 hondur dhe Wi! 
a Khey- - Hebouf heather; Beesdſe he hat 
the. aum, fence” with"rhe © Furker; e Yetaul© 
he bath the ſame 'Judidary-power 22 nat is 
the detiſonb of che ſon himſelf concerting "this 
point? Anſwer. The Father judgeth ho man: : 
but Häth conte biEGL Enn aero) tlie fon; 5 
chat amt dnn kA ag wei li rü, Bel? 
mus the bath hu v 22, 23. 2. Didthe- 
Father giye judicisy POE t6 the Toh,” beetle HE 
hal ic Hf the Möfnt nature perfonalij unf u 
de hamm GMBH he. E N 9 
Wiiat dee Min of te“ or conctiting this | 
baute "Ate? 6 HeTAth"gier km a 
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bam are they ſaved ? AHG 45 
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gory 1 eve jc 


ſome Strang ne aſter the ſame 


manner. E. g. 2 Inv the juſſißeation of a bes 
hexer, is the righiepuſneſs of Chriſt imputed * 
bim, or his on fich for righteouſneſs - Anf. 


To bim that worketh. notz, but believeth on} = 
him that juſtifieth. the waere der fas bend 
for righteouſneſs.*7| g. Hoth not men, 
becauſe; of the full: price that Chaz bad de ie 7 
in their ſtead, ſo, that he abated of hies 
right in that ove. drag of Chriſt's blood. is ſuf 510 
cignt 109 fatisfy; for # thouſand: _ If not;; 


EREELY; by bis grace, (through the ——— ion, 


- that is-in-Ghrif Jeſu ; in whom we have redemp- 
tion through: his. blood, the forgiveneſs of ſing ac. 


cording. mts riches, of bis. Kroes Rom. in. 246+ | 


Epi g bal 191 871 81 TF In N uiey 
; Should e thought ag this. mode.of iy, i 


. 


the defign of a catechiſm profeſſediy ſcriptural 3 it; 


=! muſt be attowed do be a pertinent and forcible wan 
3 bringing into vie w texts that ſeemed: to be over | 
looked; and of ſhewing: that the language of the; 


ber er een nn, and thei. | 
ona 


VI 44 : 1444 
* 


6) 
<onclaſions! ſrom ſome particular dpelkges ably 
lutely repugnant 10 the plain declarationb of other 
SDexts. Aran biiow neifiints eilt Ats roi vir 
The catechiſ which we have reviewed, was 
abo prigibenieichthightarndl sense) dd ce, 
Aren; off this Mr Biddle appear to $rmve-been = 
emen has been notice he · eon 
nectech with Dee 2 IIS. 


h theryy! — dear: PS in . 
N this they migiit receive rruwand ſolid 
1ation GREY mann 
chtitkian faith; 15 t how vhs! 27 4113 2 25:7 94}. | 
beute, Vea, he adds, eee (as: well 
A the larger cateelii 


l going befbre) git further 
light and inſtruction even to themy>whto fem 
have attained a full ſtature ir the Kg of 
the goſpel. For though all the-thinggiwhether 
of: belief or practice, that are either nepeſſaly or 
1 very prifitablerty! the attaintment — 
ä n un the-ſcripture, 


eat facts iJaidſs, bass 1 buen — 

them, having the eyes of their underſtanfling ſb 
veiled with prejudicateꝰ opinions, d ſee what is 
eeleurty held fortiv in the: ſoriptute,. and atectdhagty 
who ealttiferoheq rom hohe hence t tnegl wha 
W fince diſcarded ' prejudices, and am, 


( 


3 OE OED ; 
if keene bout + entuning of the erg. : 
1 ee eee 8 1 
jus to judge between right god wrong. good ane 
dad, and whereby we excel eth 


0 22 J 
{through the ſpecial favour of — 5 


me) addicted to none of thoſe many factions in 


religion, whereinto the chriſtian world hath, to its 
anſinite hurt, been divided, but irgjoice to be a 
mere abriſtian, admitting (as I have elſęhere de- 


— — 9 how: 


| living res- 
cures Whalſoen er:! on! 


i The lord Jeſus e ais chien the fore 


going larger catechiſm may, by the readers, be per- 


uſed as profitably, as I er ee 
: communicated the fame unta them.“ * aq % 


The Brief ycatechiſm is divided: imo 


word f God 30 Gad; f Jelus Chriſt; of the 


holy iſpirit and of the trinity 3 of the death, reſur- 


„eee. 
aa ſ af love ta God end men i; ef faith ʒ of the 


ans: bas ena! = 9 492021 - nn 
dugord:) 
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church of the — and of: 


the 7— Si Ae JH, 5&7 


M Theſe catechiſms alanmed . the advocates fon e 
orthodox faith and. the *hotittofthederipenenty 
language and declaray Which the winters, 


took ſhelter, was inſufficient- to protect him fam 
a proſecution, and his book from an igneminious: 


cenſure. 11 * ob dl ieee eit e hers} 
The parliament eondemned, in , theſo> 


propgſuions: (.) „ Nhat Godais:confinedwocai 


certain place. (2. ) That he has a bodily hape. 
(3.) That, be has paſſions. (4. ) That he is nee. 


ther omnipotent nor unchangeable. (.) That 


we are not to believe three perſons in the God 


head., (6-). That Jeſus Ohriſi has: nat the nature(s 


of God, but only a divine lordſhip- (5+) That 


he was not a prieſt while, er earth, nor did re- 


concile men to God. 4 b we nee 
1 deity in the holy gioſt e. 

Conssseteg thenery.limipnd ent bead ee 
at mat time, it is rather ſupriſing tbat a ninth pro- 
poſition, or ground of Surge, againſt Mr., Biddle; . 
had not been addgd ; viz. the future annihilation- 
of the wicked, or that they would not, as the 
godly and faithful,“ liye for ever,“ but be de- 


aged. rei. dann up deyoured, ener i 


® Neal's | Hiſtory fade pwiant vpe vo. 
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to exhibit this view of future puniſnments.. 
The propegtions MEH ihey did deduee from 
theſe catechetival; piecbs, wers deemed ſuffieient 
grounds for proceeding, with fevelity, againſt Mr. 
Biadle. A learned modern writer; who does not 
adopt: che author's peculiar ſenitiments, has ob- 
ſerved of the ſcripture catechiſm, that it dif”? 
covers an enlargement of mind a liberality of 


ſentintent) and a fincerity, in freely publiſhing! 
what he apprehended t be truthg whien do ho- 


nour to his memory x. Rut the age in wich it 


was publiſhed, as we have ſeen, was by no means 
diſpoſed to treat theſe compoſitions or writers, 


tat diſcarded or oppoſed tlie prevailing faith, whey! 


candour of | equity. Of which. _ ved 


this occaſion, liad new experiec e. 
He was brought to the bar of thediuls -of * 
commons, which the protector Cromwell had 


; convened ;/ and was thamined wheeler tie tische 
author f that ch xi dylutßturd barecbhᷣiſu, whetein 


alÞ ehe queſtions are affered in the words of 
ſeripture at large. Mr. Biddle, to theſe” interto- | 
gatories, wiſely made a reply, Which at dfice con- 
veyed an appeal to the principles of equity, and 
eee juſt expe@ations"from-ths zei or : 


* bees onthe band ee A 
ENS Fs the 


tw) 


the englith conſtitution; For he anſwered: by ak- 
ing, Whether it ſeemed reaſonable that one 
drought before à judgment-ſeat, as 4 criminal, 
ſhould accuſe himfſelf?*” The reaſon, which this 
anſwer carried in it, was not admitted as à bar to 
the proceedings againſt him; but on the 3d of * 
December he was committed cloſe priſoner to the 
gate-houſe, and forbidden the uſe of pen, ink, 

and paper, and denied the acceſs of any viſitant. 
Ins this caſe, nothing leſs than a capital judg- 
ment was to he expected; # bill was accordingly 


brought in for puniſting him, In this ſituation 
Mr. Biddle preſerved a compoſed and cheerful 


mind; and maintained his hope of an happy event 
from the providenee of God, in whoſe cauſe he 
fuffered. His hope did not fail hit for the pro- 
teftor, induced by reaſons drawn from his o. + 
. intereſt, diſſolved the parliament; and the priſoner, 
after den months imp, buten obtained 1 | 
n by due courſe of maenner 
The reſentment of eee the 
book as well as the author; for, am order was 
iſſued out, that the catechiſm ſhould he burnt by 
the hands of the common hangman; which was 
. rath of December; This 


essa alli; 4o. The Auel Bade, p. 5 abd , 
Britiſh biography, vol. vi. 8vo. * "£262 ri lain 
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mode of eaſting an odĩum upon particular writings, 
hath been practiſed by all governments, and in all 
ages. The diſgrace ultimately falls on thoſe whe 


of their cauſe, or the indolence of its partiſans. 
They either have not the ability, or will not be at 
the pains, to diſcuſs and refute the opinions they 
would ſuppreſs. It is a method of diſmiſſing, as 
much within the power of the ignorant, as the 
learned; and of the fool, as of the wiſe man. 
And, after all, though a book may be burned, 
an impreſſion cannot be annihilated in one fire. 


Copies will be ſeeretly preſerved and read; and 


will, in a future unprejudiced age, bring forward 
the queſtion, if it hath been judiciouſly ſtated, 
and cloſely: argued, to diſgrace the memory A 
thoſe who would have ſtifled inquir . | 
It is however but juſtice. to the times of which 
we Write, to ſay, that while the ruling powers 
proſecuted and impriſoned Mr. Biddle, and burnt 
bis catechiſms, ſome. purſued a more fair and ra- 
tional mode of expoſing the ſuppoſed weakneſs: of 
his arguments, and inveſtigating the truth of his 
opinions. Mr. Nicholas Eſtwick, of Wakton, 
in eee and ſome time fellow of 


58 NEG as nt deorum, cura Daviſii, I. i. c. 23. Mi- 
autius Felix, cura ** cap. 8. Taciti Annales, I, iv. cap. 33. 


C hriſt's 
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* adopt this rocaſure 2: for it indicates the weaknes 


| WF 
Chriſt's college, in Cambridge, publiſhed à pro- 
feſſed Examination and confutation of Mr. Bide 
die's confeſſion of faith concerning the holy trinity. 
And; to the honour of the leading men in the ſtateg 
it ſhould be mentioned, that they availed them“ 
ſelves of the learning and abilities of the eelebrated 
Dr. Owen to diſeuſs, from the pteſs, the poſitions 
of Mr. Biddle's catechiſms. For at the command 
of the right honourable the council df ſtate; : he 
drew up and publiſſſed his Vriepicr=Evarees 
IIc; or the myſtery of: the goſpel vindicated; 
and ſocinianiſm examined, in the conſideration 
and confutation of a catechiſm, called a ſcripture 
catechiſin, written by J. Biddle; A. M. Mr. Neal 
has called this work a learned and elaborate trea- 
tiſe. The celebrity of Mr. Biddle's writings was 
not confined to England, they were attended to 
abroad, and ſeveral foreigners publiſhed refutations 
of his ſentiments *®, _ 
Another effect of Mr. Biddle's catecheticdl pub. 
lication was, that to guard the minds of people; 
eſpecially of the riſing £ generation, from what wers 


deemed heretical ſentinichs the provitieial aſfem* 8 


bly at London publiſhed An exhortation to cate- 
chifing, wr r means To then more e regular con- | 


"3 Dots. 15 
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Fo Bock Hiſtoria anttriojtariorum, as i. pare 1. [2 64. 
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ducting af it, Theſe inſtructions were ſent to 
the ſeveral claſſes of London, and, after their ex- 
ample, the aſſoeiated miniſters in the ſeveral coun- 
ties of England ann the Are eee r 


SF; 


| thaiy breghren “. 11 
This meaſure gens bom wind Show parti- 
eular ſyſtem, and certainly tended to fix in young 
minds ſtrong prejudices: in its favour; yet it was 
worthy of true piety and zeal, and my be ſup- 
poſed to have greatly contributed to prevent a per- 
nicious and total i en of wil ___ prin. 
Aples. Se” : >> 


fs 


'$ECTION: IX. 
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4 — proſuction via et Mr. Biddle. ö 


Ir may be thought, that afro having experienced 
ſuch eyils and ſufferings for the open avowal and 
defence of his religious opinions, Mr. Biddle ſhould 
have withdrawn. from public notice, and have 
filently enjoyed his own view of things in private, 
1 he love of eaſe and ſafety would certainly have 

di dated this conduct, and worldly prudence would 


* Neal's Hiſtory of the-puritans, "rob be. p. 125 and 1385 N. 
bave 
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have approved it. But Mr. Biddle ſeems to have 
entertained other ſentiments, and t have thhught 
that perſonal comfort and ſafety; ought to he ſaeri- 
ficed to truth, and our duty to God. Soarates, the 
grecian ſage, thought ſd before ümꝰe. When he 
vas pleading before his judges: Perhapa, ſays 
he, 4 ſome one will aſk, Why can you not, So- 
<« crates, withdraw, and, haniſhingyourſelf franr 
us, ſpend your life in ſilent and retired eiſure 
<< -It would be a moſt diſſicult matter to convince: 
e you that 1 cannot do this. Should I; urges 
that this would be to diſobey God, and that 
« therefore I cannot be filent; you would diſcredit 
me, as a diſſembler. Were Ito alledge, that. 
$/to hold daily converſations on virtue and other 
« topics, which you have heard that I eanyas and 
& inveſtigate with others, is the greateſt human 
60 err 3 for a life n without n is dot | 
PO e | 
Py 0405 77 cem ni dg Cav; Touls In 854 malay Nauru 
artica nag v fav. tarrt va ν, FP r hu aratuy Tour” Io 
ai Na Twi" adviaToy nouxiay aye, ov meuceode lei, dg ExgaVEu0/hcve0* - 
tar 1 aue Ne, os x Tv yan jfyipey ayzfoy aviguard* ä 
exacne nfafgatf Tip apfing To; Noyoues mroitioOnt, N Twy a, Iren 
an Ufhttg Epeou NXOve;s Bankyoervauy. 2 hee t% arnove. ec ragerreg 
r ars rug Blog, ay Bi rog agg rev) Tale Fer; miley wagiofs. 
[40 walli. ra de 8x6 fe oulag, 6g Eyw PAL, Y arte, bi Tf 
69 eh. Platonis Dialog. V. curl | Forſter, p. 111, 112, & 


Opera Platonis, quoted by Dr. Daddridge, F wy a 
vol, 1}, on Acts iv. 29, note (n), 4 


4 | „ alife 


* 


1 


& a life ſor man: you would be as ber bpm de- 
<<: YHovidg me. But things are as E repreſent them, 
| «though it is not eaſy to perſuade you of it. 
f ye would diſmiſs me and ſpare my life, on 
condition that: I ſhould leave off to teach my 
fellow citizens, I would rather die a . 
et times than accept the propoſal.” “. 
Mr. Biddle conduct had a ſuperior ſanction in 
chat of the apoſtles; who, when commanded by 
tte jewiſh ſanhedrim, not to ſpeak at all, nor teach 
in the name of Jeſus, anſwered, + Whether it be 
right in the fight of God, to hearken unto you 
more than unto God, judge ye. Accs iv. 19. 
A chriſtian has more powerful reaſons for a ſtrict, 
qpen, and firm attachment to truth, than has an 
| heathen philoſopher; for hie has the word of God 
to direct his inquiries, and authoriſe his conduct, 
and he has the hope of mu, to ſupport 
and animate his ſteady zeal. | 
Mr. Biddle, influenced- by theſe confideratioris, 
| fo far from withdrawing from the ſcene of exer- 
tion and ſuffering, betook himſelf to his former 
exerciſes for propagating, what appeared to his 
mitid, divine truth, as cloſely connected with tbe 
Honour of almighty God. Scarcely, therefore, 
had a year expired, after he was releaſed from the 
| proſecu tion on account of his Scripture catechiſm, 
than a new danger, not leſs formidable, overtook 
him. | Y al 


Notwith. 


( 9r ) 

Notwithſtarding the odium, under which his 
fei ments laid, and the offence they gave to the 
governing power, they began to be embrabed by 
4 conſiderable part of a baptiſt congregation under 
the paſtoral care of Mr. Griffin; OO tobk alarm 
at this infection, and, to ſtop its ſpread, chal- 
llenged Mr. Biddle to a public diſputation in his 

meeting- houſe at St. Paul's. Mr. Neal has, to 
whatever cauſe it was owing, given a repreſenta- 
tion of this matter not quite ſo honourable to 
Mr. Biddie, as the truth of the fact requires ; for 
he ſays, that Mr. Biddle, being of a reſtleſs ſpitit, 
challenged Mr. Griffin; thus not only miſtating 
the proceedings, as originating from Mr. Biddle; 
but uncandidly afcribing them to a wrong cauſe. 
It appears from Mr. Biddle's biographer, that he 
not only was not firſt in this buſineſs, but waved 
the challenge, and declined the diſputation for ſome 
time. At“ length he met Mr. Griffin, amidſt a 
numerous auditory, among whom were many of 
his bitter and fiery adverſaries, eſpecially ſome 

bookſellers, notoriouſly known for their falſe zeal 
and former oppoſition to mmm under 
| the name of beacon N NS i 11.2088: 


e 


» eee vol. iv. p. 1 0 
names were Thomas Underhill, Luke Fawn, and Nathaniel 
Webb. See Croſby's Hiſtory of the engliſh baptiſts, vol. i. p. 209» 


To 


. . ; 
To introduce the debate, Mr. Griffin 'afked, 
It any man there did deny, that Chrif: was: 
God moſt high?” The event gave too much 
reaſon to apprehend, that the matter was thus 
opened, inſidiouſſy to draw from Mr. Biddle's own 
mouth, grounds of accuſation. Mr. Biddle, with 
fincerity and firmneſs, replied, .I do deny it. 

. Mr. Griffin, on this, it ſnould i ſeem, entered into 

a proof of the affirmative.z; but, in the judgment 
of judicious hearers, was not able to ſupport his 
cauſe againſt Mr. Biddle; and the diſputation was 
adjourned to another day, when Mr. Biddle; it 
Was agreed, ſhould take his turn of eſtabliſhing. 
the negative fide of the queſtion between them. 
Before that day came, other meaſures of con- 
futation, beſides fair diſcuſſion and argument, were 
adopted. The adverſaries of Mr. Biddle laid 
hold of the open and generous profeſſion he had 
made of his ſentiments : information was lodged 
againſt him. He was apprehended and committed 
to the compter, July 3, 1655; from thence he 
was removed to Newgate, and was at the next 
ſeſſions called to trial for his life, on the ordinance 
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A againſt blaſphemy and hereſy, which we haye 


before mentioned. The. iniquity of this proceed- 
ing was aggravated by its being founded on an 
act, which had never properly received the force 


of a law, and had, for ſeveral years, lain obſolete. | 
6 | But 


te). 


ibis inveterate zeal of perſecutors admits: no 
meaſures of kindneſs or equity. The manner of 
conducting this proſecution againſt Mr. Biddle, 
as well as the grounds on xhich it was com- 
menced, afforded a proof of this. For when he 
prayed, that eounſe! might be allowed him to 
plead the illegaliry of the indictment, it was de- 


nied him by the judges, and the ſentence of a 
mute threatened. r court 


the trial was deferred to the next day. 729 
In this emergency, the principles and | policy'of 
Oliver Cromwell operated in favour of Mr. Bid- 
his government was formed, were theſe Jiberal 
ones, viz, That ſuch as profeſs faith in God, 
by Jeſus Chriſt, (though differing in judgment 
from the doQrine, worſhip, or diſcipline \publidly. | 
held forth) ſhall not be reſtrained from,” but ſhall 
be protected in the profeſſion of. the fan, and 
exerciſe of their religion; and that all laws, ſtas 
tutes, and ordinanees, &c. to the contrary of the 
aforeſaid liberty, fhall be eſteemed null and ved. 
It was alſo his art, by dexterous management, to 
keep the oppoſite parties, then in the nation, in a 


kind of W which ho found.necelary for his 
own 


1 94 ) „ 
own 8 He ſaw it was not for the intereſt 
of his goverument to have Mr. Biddle either con- 
demned or abſolved. :He therefore took him out 
of the hands of the lam, and detained him in pri- 
ſon. His releaſe would have offended the preſ- 
byterians and all the enemies to religious liberty, 
of whom there appeared a great number at his 
trial. On the oontrary, the proceedings againſt 
Mr: Biddle were oppoſed by the friends of li- 
verty ; they were cenſured and reprobated by dif- 
ferent, publications from the preſs. And while 
petitions were, by one party preſented againſt 
him, the other did not lie dormant, but ſolicited 
bis diſcharge, and urged their ſuit by pointed re- 
monſtrances againſt that ordinance, as threatening 
all their liber ties, and infringing the fundamental 
articles of the protector's government. Many 
congregations of baptiſts appeared on this occa- 
ſion, as friends to Mr. Biddle, and advocates for | 
the rights. of conſcience. || At; length Cromwell, 
wearied with petitions, for and. againſt, to termi- 5 
nate the affair, and, in ſome degree meet the 
wiſhes of each party, baniſhed Mr. Biddle to the 
ile of Scilly, whither he was ſent October . | 
ge 0 ii it b | tei 
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Diſagrevable and afflictive, as muſt be this ſtate 
aha it was rather a ſhelter from the vindictive 
ſpirit of his enemies, and Was a means of preyent- 
ing another parliament, under the protector, from 
decreeing any thing more rigid againſt him, as 
he was abſent and out of their way. The incon- 


veniences and wants of his ſituation were alſo re- 


lie ved ; by the kindneſs of the protector himſelf; 


who, after ſome time, allowed him! in his eile 


an hundred crowns per annum for his ſubſiſtence ; - 
which, as an act of pure generoſity, ſhewn to 7 
perſecuted man, whoſe-tenets could not be agre- 
able to Cromwell, reflects honour on his name. 
The evils of Mr, Biddle's baniſhment were, in 
other reſpects, alleviated ; eſpecially by the ſtate 
of his mind, ind the employment of his thoughts; 
<< Here, his biographer: informs us, he enjoyed 
much divine comfort from the heavenly contem- 
pailüblations, for which his retirement gave him gppar= 
tunity. Here he had ſweet communion with the 
Father; and his fon Jeſus Chriſt, and attained, in 
many particulars, a clearer underſtanding uf the 
divine oracles. Here, whilſt he was more abun- 
dantly confirmed in the doctrines of his confeſſion 
of faith, &c. yet he ſeems, notwithſtanding, to 
have become more doubtful about ſome other 
points which he formerly held; as appears from 
his Eſſay to explaining the revelation, which he 
EXP „ wrote 
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wrote after his return thence; which ſhews that 
he ſtill: maintained à free and unprejudiced mind. 
Though Mr. Biddle's baniſhment laſted: three 
years, his friends were not regardleſs of his intereſt 
and liberty; but were active in their endeavours 


to procure his releaſe. He himſelf wrote letters, 
both to the protector and to Mr. Calamy, an 


eminent preſbyterian miniſter, to reaſon them into 


compaſſion; but without immediate ſucceſs. It 
may, perhaps, be offered in extenuation of Mr. 
Calamy's apparent neglect of Mr, Biddle's ap- 


plications, that in Oliver's time he kept himſelf 
as ee he could. At length, the ſolicitations — 


a vit of habeas corpus to he granted out of the 


upper bench court, whereby Mr. Biddle was 
brought back, and by that court ſet at A * 


| knding e It p . him. 
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F Tv mY e with which tas | 
preceding chapter, are equally pertinent to the 
conduct of Mr. Biddle, which we are to review in 
this. He ſtill preſerved the firmneſs of his mind. 
He ſtill felt the ardor of zeal. Notwithſtanding 
the dangers, ſufferings, and perſecutions, which 
he had ſuſtained, he was not terrified from ht 
hu counted his duty to Chriſt, in propagating the 
true knowledge of the only true God, and of 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom he had ſent. Upon his re- 
turn to London, he reſumed his religious exer- 
ciſes among his friends, and acted as paſtor to a 
congregation in the city, formed on dener = 
aß a eee Di > FR 
The national affairs ſoon took a turn ants . 
vourable to Mr. Biddle's proſecution of his de- 
lightful work. For, about five months after, the 


protector died, and Richard 3 called a f 
ebenen eee it was a eee vou be 
| ' +; 5 | z#4 bh 5 
* Britiſh biography, Bro. vol. is Oy Pg e 
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„ 
particularly inimical to him. At the i importunity 
of a noble friend, he reluctantly retired into the 
country, during their ſeſſion. On the diſſolution 
of that te he returned to | his former 
ſtatiomn. 
This pericd:of a in of his minieria) 
ſervices, was but of ſhort duration. The enjoy- 
/ ment of religious liberty was, in thoſe times, 
_  AuRtuating and precarious, dependent upon the 
ſttate of political affairs, and changing with the 
national tevolutions. Of this Mr. Biddle had 
repeated experience. And though the reign of 
nis enemies, the preſbyterians, was now drawing 
to its cloſe, its termination afforded him no ſecu- 
Nty; but, by the change of government, he was 
involved in-new-'difficulties and dangers z and 
became a ſufferer in eommon with thoſe, from 
whoſe hands he had a little hefore ſuffered. With 
the ſettlement of CHARLES II. on the throne of 
= his anceſtors, the ancient government in the church 
= and fate was reſtored, The preſbyterians ſoon 
felt the ifori hand of power, and all diſſenters from 
the epiſcopal worſkip were treated on the ſame in- 
tolerant principles. Their liberty was taken away, 
and their meetings were puniſhed as ſeditious. 
Me Biddle endeavoured to avoid the threaten- 
ing ſtorm, by reſtraining himſelf from public to 


\ more * aſſemblies. But his prudence and 
3 | - caution 
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caution were-ineffetual. The retired and pesert - 
able aſſociations of himſelf and his adherents could 
not elude the jealous. eye of magiſtracy by their 
ſecrecy, nor diſarm its rage by their harmleſſneſs; 
For, on the firſt of June, 1662; he was haled 
from his lodgings, where he and ſome few of his 
friends were met for divine worſhip, and carried 
before fir Richard Brown, a juſtice. of peace, who 
committed them all to priſon, without admitting 
them to bail. Mr. Biddle was doomed to the 
dungeon, where he lay for five hours. The re- 
corder, actuated by more reverence for the law, 

releaſed them on giving ſecurity for anſwering, 


at the next ſcfſions, to the charge brought againſt _ 4 


them. They accordingly performed this. But 
to the following ſeſſions, and then were proceeded _ 
againſt, under pretence of an offence at common 

law; a mode of conviction. which. leaves much to 
the breaſt of the judge. The deciſion, in this 
caſe,: was, that every one of the hearers ſhould be 


_ .  Knebiti the penalty of twenty pounds, and Mr; 


Biddle himſelf in one hundred; and they were 
ordered to lie in priſon till theſe mulcts were paid, 
Tue ſheriff.was diſpoſed to have-remiited the 
ages: part of Mr. Biddle's penalty; and to have | 
ee even ten N which. he would have 
vis : . paid. 


* 
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W Sir Richard Broun rigorouſly inſiſted 
Upon the payment of the full ſum, and even, in 
that caſe, threatened him with a ſeven years im- 
— _— Sens his Ao in 


But in e 4 Hoo 8 * the noi- 


eee the. place, and the want of air, which _ 
vas peculiarly diſagreeable and pernicious to him, 


whoſe only recreation and exerciſe had been, for 
many years, to walk daily in the freſh air, he 
contracted a diſeaſe which was attended with im- 
mediate danger to his life. So unrelenting, ſo 
unpitying is bigotry, ſir R. Brown could not be 
moved, in this extremity, to grant the ſick pa- 
ſoner the comfort of a removal, in order to re- 

covery. The ſheriff, whoſe name was Meynel, 
acted on the principles of humanity, and granted 
it. But, on the ſecond day after, between five 
and ſix o clock in the morning, the 22d of Sep- 
enden, 1662, he died, in the 47th year of his age. 

He had formerly aſſured his friends, that he 


nad brought himſelf, by frequent meditations on 


the reſurrection and future happineſs, to look on 
death with contempt. The manner with which 


he met his diſſolution, evinced to them the truth 
of theſe declarations. For when, by the diſeaſe 
more violently affecting his head, he perceived a 


de altenntian, he 3 it to his friends, and 
ee 


( r) 


abſolutely declined any further diſcourſe; bur | 


compoſed himſelf, as it were to ſleep, for eight 


N 4 


KSours before he expired, being very ſparing of 


words, and even of groan,” that might argue any 


impatience. When a pious perſon, who attended 
him, broke forth into this valedictory wiſhy God 


grant that we may ſee one another in the: kingdom 


quivering hand. He had befere tliis illneſa,, 
frequently dropped expreſſions, that indicated an 
expectation of his approaching, ond ; often ſayingꝭ 


„chat if he ſhould be once more caſt into priſon, he 


fhould never be reſtored to liberty; and more 
over, That the work was done, meaning, that the 


truth which he apprehended God had raid him | 


up to profeſs, was :ſufficiently. brought to. Jight,, | 


and that. there only wanted: ingehuouſheſs in men- 
for the embracing and-acknowledping it. s? 
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«Hot vice our r ia the et "IS 
— to bring into view only thoſe works of Mr. 
Biddle, which raiſed the public attention, or drew 
on himſelf ſevere proſecutions. But, beſides 
theſe, there were other publications of his, which 
were ſpecimens of his learning and genius, or 
expreſſive of his zeal to promote religious inquiry 
and truth. His ee eee . n - 

before mentioned. 

During his nn to the We of Silly, as 
we have ſaid, he drew up an eſſay to the explain- 
ing of the revelations; in which he treated of 
the beaſt in the apocalypſe, antichriſt, the per- 
ſonal reign of Chriſt on the earth, &c, * His 
preſent biographer not having been able to pro- - 
cure a fight of this piece, can ſay . more 
Wenns it. 


* Short account of his + life Po. 4+ and Biiziſh biography, oo 
vol. vi. p. 798 note (1) and p. 87. 
** l 
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ſmall pieces, which were tranſlations of tracts 


. 
Lnichs year 1653, Mr. Biddle publiſhed: ſeveral 


written by ſome of the poliſh unitarians, . Among 
theſe was one entitled Breuis diſcuſſio or a Brief 
inquiry touching a better way than is commonly. 
wade uſe of to refute paris rs, and reduce PRO- - 
TESTANTS to a certainty and unity iN-RELIGION» 
The author of this tract was Joachim Stegman, 
a german, who, on account of his attachment to 
the ſocinian ſentiments, was diſmiſſed from the 
paſtoral office in two churches of the reformed; 
on whieh he went into Poland, and was firſt cho- 
ſen principal of the univerſity at Racow, and was 
then ſent, by the ſynod of Racow, to ſucceed 
Valentinus Radecius, as paſtor of the unitarian 
church at Claudiopolis, or, as it is called in Ger- 
man, Clauſenburg, in n where he Gee 1 in 
1633. N 
This work was ris in 1 a ane 
of it is preſerved in the Phœnix. It incurred 
cenſure, as containing ſundry ſocinian and pela- 
gian tenets, and was aſerided to Mr. an nies, | 


. the tho-gnowt- 
— by n = the peculiar ſyſtem of Lu- 


” — 


Bock Hiſtoria antitrinitariorum, tom. i. p. ii. p. 949) 95% 


5 this; | 


, antitrip. Po l.. 


| tom 7 
erz Dees; Cain, Bez, Sr. foe. had, in 


many inſtances, offered weak and improper argu- 
ments againſt popery, which had laid them under 
needleſs difficulties. His advice is, therefore, to 
diſcard” all human authority, and to flick to the 
 feripture only, as explained and underſtood by 
right reaſon, without having any regard to tradi- 
tion, or the authority of fathers, councils, ce. 
Mr. Bayle, we are told, ſays, this book did 
more hurt than good, not becauſe it was not well 
written, but becauſe it tended to diſparage the re- 
putation of the firſt reformers, broke in upon 
their ſeveral ſyſtems, and, what was worſe than 
all the reſt, was manifeſtly th work of ſomebody 
tainted with the me: . and Armi- 
_ 
We ſuppoſe . Mr. bee ſpeaks here not 
. his own opinion, but the ſentiments of thoſe who 
prefer the party they have once eſpouſed: to good: 
ſenſe and truth. The piece opens with this prin- 
eiple; . He that will refute an error, muſt nei- 
ther be entangled in the ſame, nor reject the true 
grounds of refutations.“ In the ſucceeding chap». 
ters it treats of fathers and doctors; of the holy 
ſpirit; of the W won he judge; 


* 


An hiſtorical view of the controverſy ceneeraing an in- 
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1 wog n= 
of traditions of philoſophical principles ; af the . 
true opinion touching the rule; whether the dead 
do properly live; whether Chriſt in heaven hath 
yet fleſh and blood ; whether it be poſſible to obey 
the precepts of Chriſt; and whether it be mage 


ſary to obey the precepts of Chriſt. - 


Tbe eighth chapter of this work may be Fon 
ed curious, not only for the example it gives of 
the ſupport which popery derives from ſome doe- 
trines embraced by proteſtants; but for the full 
and yet conciſe view which it exhibits of ilie argu- 
ments againſt an eſtabliſhed doctrine, on which 
few, even in the preſent day, venture to think 
with freedom. Luther and Calvin,“ he ob- 
ſerves, teach ſuch things as are injuriouſly des 
ended, not only againſt the papiſts, but alſo againſt 
the very life of the chriſtian religion, true piety; 
Of the former ſort, is that opinion wherein they 
Hold that the dead live. It will ſeem abſurd, and 
indeed the thing ats is _ abſurd; 3 . a 
believe it. bo Es 


7 =.» For infants that. the e feb ia 


that very moment wherein they are parted from 
their bodies by death, are carried either to heaven, | 
and do there feel heavenly joy, and poſſeſs all 
kinds of happineſs which God bath promiſed to 
his people; or to hell, and are there tormented, 
and excruciated with unquenchable. fire. . And 


1 


( 166 ) 5 
chis, as was ſaid before, they attribute to the 
mere ſouls ſeparated from the bodies, even before 

the reſurrection of the men themſelves, that is to 
fay, while they are yet dead. But theſe things 
cannot happen to any thing which is not alive, 
for that which doth not live, doth not feel; and 
conſequently neither enjoyeth pleaſure, nor en- 
dureth pain. Wherefore they believe, in effect, 
that the dead live; namely, in the ſame manner 
that they affirm Peter Faul, and e _ - 
to live in heaven. 

Nov this is the te not . 1 pur- 
gatory, but alſo of that horrible idolatry practiſed 
amongſt the papiſts, whilſt they invocate the ſaints 
be no place left for the others. To what purpoſe 
is the fire of purgatory, if ſouls ſeparated from the 
body feet nothing? to what purpoſe are prayers 
to the virgin Mary, to Peter, and to Paul, and 
other dead men, if they can neither hear prayers, 
nor intercede for you? On the contrary, if you 

EH admit this, you cannot eaſily overthrow the in- 
| vocation of ſaints. Now, though the thing be 
ſuch of itſelf, as deſerves to ſeem abſurd to every 
one, yet will we ſee, whether the een 

eee, in the feripture. | | 

Nor need we go far for an e daes 


we e a pregnant one in the argument of Chriſt, 
. wherein 
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wherein he proveth the future reſurrection of the 
dead from thence; that God is the God of 


Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, but is not the God 
of the dead, but of the living; whence he con- 
eludeth that they live to God, that is, ſhall be 
recalled to life by God, that he may manifeſt 


himſelf to be their God, or benefactor. This 
argument would be fallacious, if before the re- 


ſurrection they felt heavenly joy. For then God 
would be their God or beneſactor, namely, ac- 


cording to their ſouls, i their body ould 
never riſe again. 


EY In like mmm the a the 5 


tle would be fallacious, 1 Cor. xv. 30, 37, 32. 
wherein he proveth the reſurrection by that ar- 
gument; becauſe, otherwiſe, thoſe that believe in 
Chriſt would in vain ſeek hazards every hour; in 


vain ſuffer ſo many calamities for Chriſt, N 
he teacheth by his own example. Again, be- 

cauſe -otherwiſe it would be better to ſing the ſong. 
of the epicureans, Let us eat and drink, for to- 


morrow we ſhall die.“ In ſhort, of all men, chriſ. 


tians would be the moſt miſerable. Certainly Ds 


this would be falſe, if the godly, preſently after 


death, did in their ſouls enjoy celeſtial” happineſs, | 


and the wicked feel torment. For they would 


not in yain Wen calamities, nor theſe follow the 


7 pleaſures, 
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pleaſures: of the fleſh ſcotfree. And ths godly 7 
2 be far happier than the wicked. ny 
Since, therefore, it is the abſurdeſt 45 in 
the Wörle to ſay that Chriſt and the apoſtle Paul 
did not argue rightly; is it not clear that the 
doctrine is falſe, which being granted, fo great an 
_ abſurdity ry * 5 4 on nn. 1 the | 
1 e © 
e nn y od Peter defer the fall 
vation of fouls to the laſt day, 1 Pet. i. 5. who 
are kept by the power of God, through faith unto 
_ ſalvation, ready to be revealed in the laft time; 
and Paul the crown of - righteouſneſs to the day 
of judgment; 2 Tim. iv. 8. Henceferth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, ſhall give to me at that 
day, &c.? To what purpoſe ſhould the judg- 
ment be appointed? How could it be ſaid of the 
_ godly, under the old covenant, that they received 
not the promiſe, God providing ſome better things 
for us, that they might not without us be made 
perfecs; Heb. xi. 40. if the ſoul of every one 
preſently after death, even W . e felt 
celeſtial happineſs? Be 
But the very nature of the ing itſelf r re- 
fuſeth it. Is not living, dying, feeling, hearing, 


acting. proper to the. whole man, or the com- 
55 pound 


. 
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pound of ſoul and body? Is not the body the 
inſtrument of the ſoul, without which it cannot 
perform her functions; as an artiſt knoweth in- 
deed the art of working, but unleſs he hate inſtru- 
ments at hand, he cannot produce any effect ? 
Let the eye be ſhut, the ſoul will not ſee; though 
the power of ſeeing be not taken away from it. 
For as ſoon as you ſhall reſtore the inſtruments, 
a man will preſently, ſee. Wherefore ſouls ſepa- 
rated from bodies are neither dead nor live, and 
conſequently enjoy no pleaſure, and feel no pain. 
For thoſe things: are proper to the whole come 
pound, 

« But the fon faith, chat tha dead ts cnt; 
that the ſpirit returneth to him that gave it; and 
of the ſpirits of the godly, that they are! in the 
hand of God, but at the reſurrection they ſhall 
be joined with the bodies; and then, having got- 
ten inſtruments, they vill put forthe ar e 
ting n a- -: 

an * of this piece of n is 
attended with a ſhort preface, i in which Mr. Biddle, 
beſides paſſing encomiums on the work, chiefly 


labours to obviate. an objeAion that might be 


urged againſt it, from the ſtreſs it lays on the uſe 
of reaſon in religion. The remarks, which Mr. 
Biddle offers on this int, are ne: of atten- 
tion. 1 | | 
K Speaking 


To _— 


Snuking of thoſe who would be diſpleaſed with 
it, becauſe reaſon. is therein much cried up; he 


ſays, * My deſire therefore is, that ſuch perſons 


would but conſider what the holy ſcripture itſelf 
faith on this behalf; namely, how Paul, Rom. 
xi 1. calleth the ſervice which -chriſtians are to 
ibit unto God, a rational or reaſonable ſervice. 
And Peter, 1 Ep. ii. 2. ſtileth the word of the 
which he preached, ſincere rational milk : 
| (for fo the original hath it, as any one who is 
{killed in that tongue, and looketh into the greek 
context, may perceive). And ch. iii. 15. he faith, 
Be ready always to make an apology unto every one 
that aſteth you a reaſon concerning the hope that is 
in you, with meekneſs and fear. Which paſſage 
clearly intimateth, that as there is no incongruity 
for others to require a reaſon of our hope in Chriſt, 
ſo we chriſtians are, above all other profeſſors what- 
ſoever; obliged to be very rational; for to make 
an apology or defence in the behalf of ſo abſtruſe 
and ſublime a doctrine as ours is, requireth a 
more than ordinary improvement of reaſon. 
| © This being ſo, it may ſeem ſtrange why fo 
great a number even of protęſtant miniſters ſhould * 
make regſon a common theme to diſclaim againſt, 
giving to it (without warrant of ſcripture) the 
name of corrupt reaſon and carnal reaſen, and 


others the like eulogies. But the truth is, they 
. | them 


8 E 

themſelves hold many abſurd, ridiculous, and un- 
' reaſonable opinions, and ſo:know right well, that 
if men once begin to make uſe of their reaſon, 

and bring the doctrinee, that are commonly taught, 
to the touchſtone of the ſcripture, explained and 
managed in a rational way, their tenets and repu- 
tation with the people will be ſoon laid in the duſt. 
Let ſuch miniſters henceforward either leave off 
clamouring againſt reaſon, or no more open their 
mouths againſt papiſts, and their opinion about 
tranſubſtantiation ; for whoſoever ſhall ſift the con- 
troverſy between papi/ts and prote/tants, concern- 
ing it, ſhall find that the principal, if not only 
ground whiy we reject it, is becauſe it is repugnant 
to reaſon;.. But if tranſubſtantiation is to be diſ- 
claimed, becauſe contrary to-reaſon, why ſhall not 
all other. unreaſonable doctrines, upon the ſame 
account, be exploded, eſpecially ſeeing there is 
ſcarce any one of them can plead fo plauſible a 
colour of ſcripture for itſelf as that can?” 

Another piece, tranſlated by Mr. Biddle, was 
Przipcovius's: Life of Fauſtus Socinus; with the 

preliminary diſcourſe prefixed by that writer to the 
works of Socinus. The title of the tract is, 


© De LIr E of that incomparable man, FausTUs 


Socinus SENENSIS8, deſcribed by a Polonian knight. 
 Whereunto is added, an excellent Diſcourſe which 
the AA author would have had premi ſed to the 

| "oe works 
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works of Socinus; together with a extalcgie of 
theſe works, The views of Mr. Biddle, in this 


publication, appear to have been truly laudable 


and liberal, viz. to do juſtice to a character which 
had been much aſperſed, and to hold up, to con- 
templation, a great example; at the ſame time 
that he enters a caveat againſt an implicit de. 
rence to the judgment of his hero. W 

« The life of Socinus, he ſays in his PP 


is here expoſed to thy view, that by the peruſal 


thereof thou mayeſt receive certain information 
concerning the man, whom miniſters and others 


traduce by cuſtom; having (for the moſt part) En 


never heard any thing of his converſation, nor 
ſeen any of his works; or, if they have, they 
were either unable or unwilling to make a thorough 
ſcrutiny into them, and * no marvel, x lp ; 
| ſpeak evil of him. 

To fay any thing of him bin by way 'of 
eulogy, as that he was one of the moſt pregnant 
wits that the world hath produced; that none, 
Gace the apoſtles, hath deſerved better of our relis -. 
gion, in that the lord Chriſt hath. chiefly made 
uſe of his miniſiry to retrieve ſo many precious 
_ truths of the golpel, which had a long time been 
hidden from the eyes of men by the artifice of 
Satan ; that he ſhewed the world a more accurate 


way to diſcuſs controverſies in religion, and to 
fetch 


tam 3 - 0 
fetch out the very marrow of the holy ſcripture, a 
fo that a man may more avail himſelf by reading 
| his works, than perhaps by peruſing all the fathers, 
together with the writings of more modern au. 
thors ; that the virtues of his will were not infe 
rior unto thoſe of his underſtanding, hie being 
every way furniſhed to the work of the Lord; 
that he opened the right way to bring chriſtians to 
the unity of the faith, and acknowledgment of 
the ſon of God; that he took the ſame courſe to 
propagate the goſpel, that Chriſt and the apoſtles _ 
| had done before him, forſaking his eſtate and his 
neareſt relations, and undergoing alF manner of 
labours and hazards, to draw men to the know- 
ledge of the truth-; that he had no other end of 
all his undertakings, than the glory of God and 
Chriſt, and the ſalvation of himſelf and. athers;. 


it being impoſſible for ealumny itſcif,. with any 51 


colour, to aſperſe him with the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
worldly intereſt; that he of all interpreters e 

plaineth the precepts of Chriſt in the ſtricteſt man- 
ner, and windeth-up the lives of men to the higheſt 
ſtrain of holineſs; to ſay the other like things. 
_ (though in. themſelves true and certain) would, 


' notwithſtanding, here be impertinent, in that it 


would foreſtall what the polonian NED e 
written we” thus: en ; 


m3 « 'T'& 
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To him, therefore, I refer thee, deſiring hes 
| to read his words without prejudice, and then the 
works of Socinus himſelf; 3 and though thou beeſt 

not thereby convinced that all which Soeinus 

taught is true, (for neither am I myſelf of that 
belief, as having diſcovered that in ſome leſſer 
things Socinus, as a man, went awry, however, in 
the main, he hit the truth) yet for ſo much of 

Chriſt as thou mult needs confeſs appeareth in 

him, begin to have more favourable thoughts of 
him and his followers.” ? | . 

In addition to theſe pieces, which were  tranſ- 
lations from poliſh unitarian writers, we ſhould 

add another tract by the Knight, who was the 

author of the former, * viz. Diſſertatio de pace, 

Sc. Or, a DISCOURSE touching the PEACE and 

CONCORD, of the CHURCH. IM berein is elegantly 

and acutely argued, that nit ſo much a had opinion, 

as a bad life, excludes a chriſtian out of the king= 
dom of heaven; and that the things necefſary to be 
tnown for the attainment of ſaluation, are very 

few and: eaſy; and finaily, that theſe. who paſs 
amongſt us under the name of heretics, are not- 
twith/tanding to be tolerated, This piece, written 
when the author was little more than eighteen 


* "0 an account of Przipeovius; we refer to the Memoirs of 
"the life, &c. of Fauſtus Socinus, p. 439—452- . 
; : . 8 ; years | f 
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years od had the honour of being aſcribed to 

Epiſcopius. The compoſition is infinuating and 
maſterly. The deſign of it was liberal, and, con- 
fidering that the author did not agree, in their 


diſcriminating opinion, with thoſe on whoſe be- 


half he wrote, it was peculiarly expreſſive of ge- 


neroſity and candor. His view was to moderate 


the zeal and bitterneſs, of which the ſoeinians 
were, in general, the unmerited objects. To 
effect this purpoſe, it was introduced with ſome 
reflexions on the lot of truth and innocence in 
this world. In ſome following chapters is ſne wn, 
what things concerning God and Chriſt are ne- 
ceſſary to be known unto ſalvation, and what are 
the parts of true faith; that ſincere love towards 
God and Chriſt is ſufficient to ſalvation, and that 
the ſame may he in thoſe who err; that though 
faith and the holy ſpirit be the gifts of God, yet 
erring perſons have and may have them; that 
nothing but diſobedience and unbelief exclude 2 
man from eternal ſalvation; and that ſuch as err, 
are free from theſe; that the things neeeſſary to 
be known unto ſalvation are few and very ſimple, 
and eaſy to be underſtood by the ſimpleſt ; ſuch is 
not the common doctrine concerning the trinity; 
that there is not in this life a perfect knowledge of 
Gad, and of divine myſteries, but in the other 
life; and that faith, bope, and charity are ſuſſi- 
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cient to ſalvation. The diſcuſſion of ths points 
| is followed with a general apology for ſoeinians 
on this principle, that they are not of ſuch a per- 
ſuaſion out of ambition, avarice, pleaſure, or ſu- 
perſtition, nor offend out of any malice, but only 
out of the care of their falvation. Then follows 


an anſwer to the objection, drawn from their re- 


jecting the conſent of the church, and reſting the 
defence of their opinion upon the authority of 
ſeripture only. This is ſucceeded by an anſwer 
to three other objections, with a comparifon of 
Calvin's doctrine on predeſiination, with the doc- 
trine of others. Then ſome particular reaſons for 
__ - tokerating heretics are offered; and the queſtion, 
who are heretics, is conſidered. Fhe tract eon- 
_ cludes with an inquiry, what heretics are to be 
excommunicated, and what not, and with a- fuller 
apology for thoſe who in that age paſſed as fuch. 
Mr. Biddle's preface, which is a ſhort one, con- 
cludes witli that ſerious and juſt exhortation, 
formed on the moſt enlarged nen were we 
have quoted, p. 11 and 12. 
Large and numerous quotations from this work 
might be deemed tedious, and ſuperſeded by mo- 
dern publications on the fide of candor and mo- 
deration. But a paſſage or two, it is hoped, will 
not be unacceptable to the: reader. To a preju- 
_ imbibed _ the ſocinian ſentiment con- 


- 


4 
cerning the perſon of Chriſt, as what muſt be 
highly diſpleaſing to him, becauſe derogatory from 
his glory, the author anſwers thus: „ The 
greateſt part of them, who at this day recede from 
the common ſenſe of the church in ſo great 4 
matter, are not out of any raſhneſs fo perſuaded, 
touching the fon of God, but rather out of 2 
pious fear, leſt they ſhould detract from the Fa- 
ther ſomewhat of his honour. Wherein, if they 
unwittingly offend againſt the ſon, out of love to 
the Father, (ſo that improbity mingle not itſelf 
with their error) it ſeemeth very credible, that 
the ſon will, for the very love of the Father, for- 
give them this error. For he gave a notable 
proof of his meekneſs, when he. prayed for his 
ignorant murderers. What, think we, will not 
he do for the love of the Father, who, for the 
love of men, forgave fo great an injury to his 
enemies? Now if he, out of love to mankind; 
doubted not to aſſume the form of a ſervant, and 
really to endure extreme diſgraces, certainly he 
will bear with the errors of men, who do not 
conceive wotthily enough of his majeſty and dig- a 
nity, eſpecially that which is paſt. Will he, who 


for the ſake of men, did, of his own accord, de- 


5 baſe himſelf to the loweſt condition, puniſh them 
for this very thing, namely, becauſe they out f 
ignorance, think more meanly of his condition 
| | 7 e 
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"Ha is fit; eſpecially when he himſelf, by bis 


dedbaſement, did in a manner give an occaſion of 


ſuch ignorance? Certainly it is incredible, that 
he, who of his own accord underwent, for the fins 
of men, a reproachful kind of death, will not par- 
don to human weakneſs, a ſimple opinion that 
derogates ſomething from his ancient excellence, if 
ſo be the error be harmleſs, and be removed from 


all fin of malice.” 


Another paſſage, in which he 8 to re- 

move the objection againſt an indulgence to thoſe 
who hold certain opinions, drawn from the fear, 
that the intereſt of truth will ſuffer by the favour 


ſhewn to the erroneous, deſerves to be quoted. 


« If,” faith he, © we be afraid of the contagion 
of ſuch errors, either in behalf of ourſelves, or 
rather of the weaker ones, in the firſt place we 
may not thereupon renounce brotherly love, which 
we owe to them, although they err. For we 
eught not to forſake a certain and clear duty, Jeſt 
an uncertain evil ſhould- happen, nor to purſue 
even the moſt holy ends by unlawful means. 
But, fecondly, that fear is vain. For if we have 
not the truth, there is little danger to be feared 


from them, much leſs if_we have it. For fince 
they maintain their tenets. with no arms, nor with 
any force, and think it not ſo much as lawful ſo 


_ 1 nor ſet them. off with any carnal. allure 
| ments, 


C 
ments, certainly the truth can never be by them 
either oppreſſed with force, or overthrown with + 
fraud, inaſmuch as the nature of truth is ſuch, 
that, like to eagles feathers, ſhe devoureth all other 
light plumage of opinions, never withdrawing & 
herſelf from us, unleſs ſhe be- tired either with 
our ſervitude, or fins. Which twain being not 
to be feared by us in a modeſt liberty of diſſent- 
ing, and ſtudy of true charity, what cauſe is there 
why we ſhould fo warily fence our mn un 
their tenets ? 
Let us rather be poſſelsd with a eertain 
hope, that as earthen veſſels being joined with - 
| thoſe of tin or ſilver, are broken to pieces; ſo 
alſo, if God, the author of peace, ſhall bring back 
into the church that happy tolerance, all falſe opi- 
nions fighting hand to hand with the true, will 
be daſhed to ſhivers, and periſh. Otherwiſe, if 
we ſo much fear that mutual patience and friendly 
_ conference, we do not think well I con- 
cerning the goodneſs of our eauſe. ID % 
« Heretofore, when the dawning of goſpel 
light was returned, Luther and his followers would | 
have wiſhed that they might be tolerated in the 
__ communion of the roman church. But it con-' 
_ cerned the pope to ſecure his darkneſs from the 
approach of the morning. Again, when a'dif-" _ 
ſenſion was riſen up between the Jutherans and 
the 


„ 

fue reformed, who was it that refuſed the form of 

agreement that was offered, but he that doubted 
of his caule? Now alſo in the very reformed 
church itſelf, upon the diſſenſion concerning fate, 
none are more diſpleaſed with tolerance, than they 
that ſuſpect the truth of this doctrine. Would 
error were ſo circumſpect in the cradle of its in- 
fancy, as it is provident being once grown up. 
But it being blind when it is born, doth after- 
Ward become ſharp- ſighted, foreſeeing its fate afar 
off, and eſchewing it, and is never more ingenious 

to prolong its life, than when it is preſſed with 
the conſcience of its own weakneſs.” _ 

In aid of the deſign and reaſonings of this tract, 

Mr. Biddle added a poſtſeript; in which; among 

other reflexions, are the following 8 re- 

marks and cloſe appeals to thoſe who, womb 
© to themſelves the character of the c en cen 

| ſure all others as heretics, | 
Mr. Biddle granting, that he who W 

| the divine writings of the apoſtles, ſhould be no 
lefs eſteemed an heretic, than he who oppoled the 
apoſtle's preaching by word of mouth, adds, 
i but even thus can we not challenge that eenſo- 
tian rod againſt hereties, (referring to certain 
partieular paſſages in the epiſtles.) For they 
whom ye place in the rank of herelics, are ſo far 


ftom contradicting the "wo og that; they 
wage 


t a1 ) 
wage war regain you out of the ſame, and appeal | 

to the judgment thereof, not without a certairt - 
hope of victory, in the examination of their cauſe, 
inaſmuch as they embrace the ſeripture in all 
things, with as great veneration of mind as yo 
do; nor amongſt all the chriſtian churches, which - 


are at this day extant, ſhall ye ſhew-any one (that 


I know of) which doth not religiouſiy, and from 
the heart, yield an undoubted aſſent to all thoſe 
things, that are propoſed and taught in the holy 
ſcripture, -- Wherefore, there is no cauſe why e 
ſhould condemn any one of them for hereſy, fince 


they agree with you in giving due credence to the 


ſacred writ. And, therefore, whatſoever pretence 
ye ſeek for your carnal zeal againſt ſuch as you call 
heretics, yet to indifferent Judgments can no other 
ground hereof appear, than their diſſent from 
your interpretation of the holy nn eee 
controverted doctrine.. * 99 
„ But I will here bountifully. ann yes aches 
ye have in all things hit the true ſenſe of the 
ſcripture, and defend it. Nevertheleſs, it is fur- 
ther requiſite, that ye make this plain to them, 
whom ye brand with the crime of hereſy. But 
what here is the ſtreſs of your arguments? Ve 
appeal again to the holy ſeripture, and from 
thence condemn heretics, But they have already 
ſtricken this weapon: out of your. hands, ſhewing; 
2908 5 „ 
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that the holy ſcripture maketh for you, 98 8 
your own ſenſe and interpretation, and that they 
are accordingly condemned by you, not from the 
facred ſcripture, but from your interpretation of 
the ſacred ſcripture. And this is the circle of 
pour arguing, which they deſervedly reject. 
Draw out, therefore, againſt heretics thoſe 
truly apoſtolical weapons, not the thraſenical 
prating of the chair in the univerſity, but the 
power of the holy ſpirit, wherewith the 'apoſtles 
being indued, could deliver blaſphemers to ſatan, 
x Tim. i. 10. and ſhy hypocrites with the ſpeak - 
ing of a word, Acts v. If ye want the powerful 
efficacy of this ſpirit, acknowledge your raſſineſs 
and iniquity in condemning them, to whom ye 
pre not able, with evident and fufficient arguments 
to demonſtrate your interpretation of the holy 
ſeripture, and who by the ſame right, and from 
the ſame See TRA to you not only errors, 
but alſo hereſies. I Het 4 £87; 

* e do tat of Chirit, e not, . ye 
Hall not be condemned. What account will you 
give to this juſt judge, for ſo often violating ibis 

precept.? Your zeal of the divine glory will not 
then excuſe you; for though it palliate itſelf 
under this reverend name, yet is it wholly of the 
fleſh, and odious to God. But if ye affirm, that 


MW ee from the _y ſpirit, produce argu- 
ments 


1 
ments worthy of ſo great an author. For neither 
is this ſpirit ſo weak, but that he can ſhew forth 
| tokens of his divine authority and preſence in his 


miniſters, and by them againſt his enemies. But 
whither am I carried away? I beſeech thee, good 


reader, to pardon this digreſſion of mine; and 


having liked the pious counſel of our author, 
intreat God that he would inſti] into aer * 


alſo a mind ſtudious of peace and eone 


Such ſentiments are ſo important and 33 6 
that they can ſcarcely be repeated too often, or be 


preſented in too various forms. For every re- 
preſentation, whether in a modern or ancient dreſs, 


carries a rgcommendation of them to every can 
did mind, and it may be preſumed, will not bs 
wholly without effect in _— them We 


: ba proved eek 
e 6. $&CTION X. 
Hi, Chara#er. © 


x = have. ma M r. Biddle, through the la- 


| waves, the of a ſtudious, and the events of an 


5 e u., His ſtudies were devoted to the 
; = + purſuit 


us, - 


dtn 
purſuit of religious knowledge, and his ſufferings 
were incurred by a conſcientious adherence to tie 
convictions which his inquiries produced. From 
both, the reader will form his own ideas concern= 
ing his abilities, learning and character. They 
were all held in high eſtimation by thoſe who 
perſonally knew him, __ were acknowledged T | 
his enemies. 
His acquaintance with the holy ſcriptures, as 
vas obſerved in the ſecond ſection, was ſingularly 
comprehenſive and exact. His knowledge of 
them was inſtead of a concordance, for no part 
could be named, but he would preſently cite the 
book, chapter, and verſe. This perfect knowledge 
in the ſcriptures, joined with an happy and ready 
memory, whereby he had, at recollection, what 
he had read in other authors, gave him a great 


advantage in all debates,” of which, without the : 


leaft oſtentation, he availed himſelf. | 
The diſtinguiſhing point of view, under which 
the preceding account exhibits him, is that of a 
REFORMER,-.and a ſufferer for conſcience \ſake : 
yet, in the former character, he appears to have 


been modeſt and caridid, and in the latter patient 


and reſigned. * It was,” ſays his biographer, 
who appears to have been intimately acquairited 
with him, © in his heart to promote piety, and 
og had no deſign * his name by oppo- 

a fition 
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_ Gtion to common dodripes. Indeed, he was 2 
great aſſerter of common doftines againſt novel 
opinions, that tended either to ſedition, liherti - 
viſm, or ſuperſtition. And in what he held con- 
_ trary to the current, he did not endeavour to tie 
thoſe he had won, to be of his mind in ſuch a 
| ſociety, and by ſuch a fociety, and by ſuck bands, 

as might continue them a ſucceffive party, bear- 
ing bis name as their founder; but leſt them to 
all that liberty, which the duty of owning the 
truth according to their conſcience, and of — ; 
edification, would allow them®.” 

| Zealous and active as Mr. Biddle was in pro- 

5 mating what he deemed great and important 
truth, he was ſtill more zealous: in promoting 
| holineſs of life and manners; for this was always 
his end and defign in what he taught. He 
valued not his doctrines for ſpeculation, but prac- 
tice, inſomuch that he would not diſcourſe of 
thoſe points wherein he "differed from others, 
with thoſe that appeared not religious, according to 
| knowledge, Neither could he bear thoſe that 
diſſembled in profeſſion, for worldly intereſts.” 
His own life was pure and irreproachable, 
Mr. Anthony Wood acknowledges, that, ex- 


* Short account of his life, p. 20. 
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cept his opinions, n was little or nothins 
blame-worthy in him.“ He was ſo free from 
being queſtioned for any the leaſt blemiſſi in his 
life, that one of his advocates ſays, the in- 
formers themſelves, who brought on the laſt pro- 
ſecution againſt him, had been heard to admire 
his ſtrict exemplary life, full of modeſty, ſobriety, 
and forbearanoe, no · ways contentious, touching 
the great things of the world; but altogether taken 

up with the great bran of nne the 
holy ſeripturesè .? 

Another writer, on the proceedings n 
him, gives this teſtimony to his converſation. 
„ We have,” ſays he, had intimate knows 
' Tedge thereof for ſome years; but we think he 
needs not us, but may appeal even to his enemies; 
for his vindication therein. Bet thoſe that knew 
him at Oxford for the ſpace of ſeven or eight 
years, thofe that knew him at Glouceſter- about 
three years, thoſe that knew him at London theſe 
eight or nine years, (meſt of Which he hath been 
a priſoner) ſpeak what they know, of unrighte- 
ouſneſs, uncleanneſs, unpeaceableneſs, - malice; 
pride, profaneneſs, drunkenneſs, or any the like 
iniquity, which. they can accuſe him of, or hath. 


Short account of his life, p- 10. 
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de, (as the manner of heretics is) 2 Pet. 2. 3. 
through covetouſneſs, with feigned words, made 
merchandiſe of any? Hath he not herein walked 
upon ſuch true grounds of chriſtian ſelf-deniah, 
that none in the world cart ſtand more clear and 
blameleſs herein alſo? He having ſhunned to 
make any of thoſe advantages which are eaſily 
made in the world, by men of his parts and 
breeding, en en and learning, that (if any 
known to us) he may truly ſay as the apoſtle, 3 
have coveted no man's falver, or gold, or apparets, 
yea, ye yourſelves know, that theſe hands have 
miniſtered to my neceſſities ; he ever accounting 
It a more bleſſed thing to give, than to receives. 


It is a proof of the great and ſerious regard whien 


he had for univerſal righteouſneſs, that “ he 
would often tell his friends, that no religion could 
benefit a bad man; and call upon them to reſolve 
with themſelves, as well to profeſs and practiſe 
the truth that is according to godlineſs, as to 
ſtudy to find it out, and that againſt all terrors and 
allurements to the contrary ; being aſſured: that 

nothing diſpleaſing to almighty God, would be any 
wile ns to them f. The probity of his 


9 — cer 5 Hiſtory 0 a the engith baptiſt, vol, i i. Pe. 210, > 


41 1, 212. 
+ Short account of his liſe, p. 10 
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own conduct was eminently conſpicuous : ſo that 
the .appeal was made to many perſons of worth 
and credit in London, on the juſtice and integrity 
of his heart, and on his holy care not to difſemble, 
| play the hypocrite, or deal fraudulently with any, | 
not even to fave his life *. 
The foundation of his moral excellencies 125 
Jaid, where the foundation of every good attains 
ment muſt be laid, in the application of the earlieſt 
years to the purſuit of divine wiſdom. Before he 
left ſchool, there was diſcovered in him a fingu- 
lar piety. of mind, and contempt of ſecular affairs: 
he applied himſelf to the ſtudy of virtue, together 
with the ſtudy of literature and ſcience: and, in 
his younger years, was an amiable example of 
_ filial affeQion to his mother, to whom, becoming 
* widow by the death of bis father, he, with great 
diligence, gave dutiful affiſtance +. 0 
The events, which we have ſurveyed, furnith.a 
ſtriking proof of the perſeverance and fortitude, 
With which he followed truth, and met his ſuffer- 
ings. And, though he was converſant in the diſ- 
cuſſion of points, involved, by the inventions of 
men, and a mixture of human ſcience, in great 
difficulties and N yet it doth not appear, 


= Croſby” $ hiſtory of the engliſh bagels, vol. i. p. 210 211. 
+ Short account — p: 4. 
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that he contended therein out of curioſity, vain- 
glory, and ſelf-conceit ; but with great humility 
and courteſy : for they who differed from him; 
how mean ſoever, could not oblige him more, 
than by pertinent objections, ſoberly urged, to give 
him the opportunity of reſolving them: which he 
always did with great ſimplicity and plainneſs of 
ſpeech, without any oſtentation of learning *.“ 
- His converſation was as remote from covetouſ- 
neſs, as it was free from ambition. For, when 
he was capable of doing it, he ſupported himſelf 
by his own induſtry, and refuſed the ſupplies} 
which benevolence and friendſhip offered him; 
unleſs, when the neceſſities, brought on by impri« 
ſonment, fickneſs, and the like calamities, con- 
ſtrained him to avail himſelf of the kindneſs of 
others. After a ſeven years confinement, he was 

prevailed With to accept of a bed and board from 
a friendly citizen in London : and the importu- 

nities of another induced him to do the fame, 
after his return from exile in the iſle of Scilly. 
But theſe were exceptions to his general mode E 
miniſtering mga to his wants. 


# Short account of bis life, p. 10. and ca. Hitory of 
eee vol. i. p. 214. : To 3 
+ Mr. Firmin, | | he | 
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He had learned to be content with a little, and 
fought not more: nay, out of that little he would 


contribute to the neceſlities of others. His grati- 


fications were very moderate, for he was remarka- 
bly temperate in eating, as well as in drinking, 
The purity of his character was not only moſt 


= fair and unblamable; but, to avoid the leaſt ſuſpi- 


cion, he carried his reſerve in his behaviour to the 
female ſex, to an unuſual (it may be called an ex- 
travagant) degree of delicacy and caution. | 

He was careful to preſerve juſtice in his dealings 
towards men, and was folicitous to enforce and ex. 
emplify this virtue, and that of charity, as, in his 
opinion, eſſentially neceſſary to ſalvation. And 


WT he. had ſuch. a lizely ſenſe of the obligations of 


humanity and kindneſs, that it was one of his 
leſſons, which Mr. Firmin learnt of him, nat 
only to relieve, but to viſit the ſick and poor, 


as the beſt means of adminiſtering comfort to 


= | be character, VIZ, reverent, nn piety, 


them, and of gaining an exact knowledge of their 
circymftances; and as affording an opportunity to 
aſſiſt them by our counſel, or our intereſt, mort 
effectually than by the charity we do or can beſtow 

| he gon them . 
T bere is another ingredient in a good and ex- 


The lite of Mr. Thomas Firmin, 2698, p. 10. | reprinted 
1591, P. 8. 


which 


E ) 


which deſerves particular mention in the delineas 


tion of Mr. Biddle's. The virtues of the de- 


_ votional kind, obſerves a great writer, may be 


ſnewn by arguments independent of the peculiar 


doctrines of revelation, to be, in their own nature, 


the moſt truly valuable, as well as the moſt ſu- 
blime of all others, and to form what may be 


.. called the key-ſtone of every truly great and heroic 


character 7. The piety of Mr, Biddle was 
eminent. He was, his biographer tells us, a 


ſtrict obſerver himſelf, and a ſevere exactor in 
others, of reverence in ſpeaking of God and Chriſt, 
and holy things: ſo that he would by no means 


hear their names, or any ſentence of holy ſerip- 
ture, uſed vainly or lightly, much leſs any fooliſſi 
talking, or ſcurrility,” While he treated ſacred 
ſubjects with this reverence and gravity, he would 


be chearful and pleaſant, and like well that the 


company ſhould be ſo too. Yet even in his 
common converſe,” he always retained an awe of 
the divine preſence, and was ſometimes obſerved 


to lift a; his hand ſuddenly ; which thoſe that 


were intimate with him, knew to be an effect of a 
ſecret ejaculation. But in his cloſet devotions, 


8 he was wont 85 to e himſelf Ls _ : 


+ Prielitey's Letters to 2 philoſophical undelerer Wy” ws 
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ground, after the manner of our Saviour i in his 


agony, and would commend that poſture 4110 to 


his moſt intimate friends &. 

It is a pertinent remark 8 on the excellent 
character, which Mr. Biddle ſupported, that the 
unitarians who ſuffered in our country, were all 
of them eminent examples of piety and virtue 1. 


It is of conſequence, on every occaſion that offers, 
to point out this; not only, as a good example 
| can, never be exhibited: to view, without doing 
| honour to religion, and leaving ſome good im- 


prefſions on the mind ; but alſo to obviate the 
prejudices. of ſome, even good :men, who can 
ſcarcely. be induced to ſuppoſe that true piety can 
exiſt, where, what they deem, great and funda- 


mental errors, are embraced. They have been 


ſo accuſtomed to blend their own peculiar ideas 
and phraſeology, with all their meditations. on the 
divine being, to incorparate them with all their. 
devout addreſſes to him, that they cannot conceive, 
how devotion can exiſt but under ſuch a garb, or: 


piety be felt but with the aſſociations, with which 


they always feel it. But ſuch perſons only prove 
oy; this, how limited is their acquaintance with 
3 Short account of his life, p. "E 

+ Mr. Lindſey's Hiſtorical view of the lie of che unitarian 


8 p. 393. 


human 8 


human characters, and how narrow are their ow 
views of things, The princ ciples. which are the 
great grounds of 'devout affections, are common 

dq all religious ſchemes: \ ſuch. as that Gad 3s; and 
that he is tha rawardler of them that diligently feek 
him : that he hath given us eternal lifes, and-that 
this life is in, or by, his ſon-Chriſt Jeſus. Into 
theſe principles may, and muſt, all the ſemtiments 
and exerciſes" of a pibus mind be reſolved, e lier 
juſt cauſe and armmating motive.” Tola bene“ 
lent mind it is à ſoures of joyfd 'irefleRtion td 
beſieve, that the power and pleaſure of thefs 
principles are, and muſt be, felt by every lincers | 
chrittiang whether calviniſt or arminiany whe 
ther athinafiany; arian, or ſocinian; © Thedover bf 
truth, eſpeciall) of vefigidus truth, vannòot but 
poſſeſs a ſerious and devout miud: for he is eo 
verſant wiel the mot ſerioub· ſubjects p and from 
them only can derive his fuppert? and | conſolatioiy 
under the diſcouragements und edls torwWhiehrhig' 
inqchuirzes aſter truth may expoledhim 0 And af 
wunltatians can mbmton a EVG in Barter aW 
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character. of Mr. Biddle, which we have repre- 


 fented, in lou eſtimation: as diſtinguiſhed chiefly. 
dy anjexceſlive/artichment to religious contro- 

verſy. But the neglect or indifference, with 
which they themſelves treat the diſcuſon of theo- 


logical queſtions, is not a fair and juſt ſtandard by 


tion of a point, on which they have beſtowed no 


| paine f All that their opinion of its, value proves, 


ij only that ſurh a direction of the thoughts and 
ſtudies does not ſuit their taſte. But ſtill, in the 


great circle of human actions and purſuits, it may 
: have its peculiar importance and uſe. 1871 ve ; 
It will not be denied, that the diſcovery of 
truth, mathematical or philoſophical, is a ſuitable 
and valuable employment of the rational powers: 
and though it be not neceſſary for the good of the 

85 world, that every man n be a philoſopher or 


J mathe- 


which to judge of thoſe whoſe attention, like Mr. 
Biddle's,. hath been directed io them: for how 
ca they be ſuppoſed competent to the deter mina- 


75 


e . Ins 1 
mathematician, get mankind are greatly Rr 


| 10 the labour, and ought'to hold in high elteem 


—— 


the names, of thoſe who have devoted their time _ 
and thoughts 'to ſuch inveſtigations: which, in 
innumerable inſtances, are capable of being im- 


proved, and have been Se: Wren? to the 4 


advantage of mankind. n 5 

| Why ſhould its due value ani praiſe be Jenied 
to the inveſtigation of religious truth? This hatlr 
a more extenſive influence, than ſcientific : it hath 
a more intimate connexion with human conduct, 
in all the intercourſe, and with human telicity, | 


under all the events of life. This derives a pe · 


euliar importance, from the energy it poſſeſſerh, 
to form a moral character; to meſiorate the 


Whole human race in this world; and to train up 
-  - Aidividuals, who yield to its power, for eternal 
PERFECTION and happineſs. © 


The revelaticnnaf rellghocs wu; eil by Be 


| eee, and then by Jeſus Chriſt, is a 


moſt ſtriking and convincing argument of its 
value and importance- Being revealed from 


heaven, it becomes an object of ſacred attention 
to all, to whom it hath been communicatzd. 
There is a merit in the improvement of any ta- 


lent, in the fulfilling of any obligation. On theſs 
plain principles, the | inveſtigation” of religious 
truth hath mern he merit of attending to What 
M 2 God 


— 


8 F 1 
God Foy imparted; -: Diligence ad afluiy,. 


heighten this merit but ſufferings endured in 


__ the purſuit and / proſeſſion of it, add iſtill more to 
it. Probity and integrity are ineſtimable in any 
courſe. of life. Can they loſe their value becauſe 
the-principle, which calls them into exerting is the 
love of divine truth ? 
Let theſe cooſiflerations be! weighed 3 they wil 5 
aſliſt us to appreciate the excellence and impor- 
tance, of ſuch characters as Mr. Biddle. Such 
characters have been rendered peculiarly neoeſſary 
and uſeful, through the groſs corruptions, in 
which chriſtianity hath been, for ages, almoſt loſt, 
Winden ſuch l exertions, ſuqh Radies, and. luck | 
lyffetings, as mark the life of Mr. Biddle, no 
reformaiion: from popery could have taken place, 
could have been ſupported and carried on. A 


Biddle, as hath been ſeen, calls the attention 


important queſtions, throws light by diſcuſſion on 
eee and e. en ene 
midreak cy ent! Noh 
An aid 1 theſe e 1 am e 
duce the following reflexions. Not withſtand- 
ing the diſreſpect which is occaſionally ſhewn to- 
wards religious controverſy, by little and illiberal 
minds, it is, to; ſugh! controverſies as engaged the 


pets of Clarke, Hoadley and Bykes, that we o ,« - 


much of What is moſt valuable and dear to us. 
$a 5 . 5 An 
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An affected diſparagement of the ſeveral don 


verſies which have reſpected religious liberty, and 


the improved knowledge of the ſeriptures, gene <P 


rally indicates an indifference to the nature and 
obligations of religion itſelf,” or beſpeaks a total 
ignorance of the bleſſings we derive and enjoy 
from free inquiry and debate, by means of the 
preſs; or is the effect of a lamentable prejudice 
againſt every deſire and attempt to bring all pro- 
feſſing chriſtians to abide by the plaim and artlefs 
goſpel of Chriſt; or, when ſuch averſion to con- 
| troverſy is held by well-meaning and more candid 

minds, it is no other than their declaring their 
earneſt deſire to eſtabliſſi the end, while, at tlie 


proteſt I the 2 means which? can hag 
it . . 4 ; 
The Ste of the: ſearned' -Kiitog'Þ Pearce 
are very pertinent here,; and deferve to be recited... 
Let it be further conſidered, ſays his lord 
hip, that, if no diſputes; had ever been raiſed 
in the chriſtian church, there is great reaſon to- 


$435: +35 


1 think, that lefs & of truth would have-been D 


7 Ar | > i348 
„see the very  inflrultive and ententainiog Aemoirs of the 


tie and writings of Drs. Arthur ng, Sy Wy vy D | -Diſoeys: 
P- 65. 5 = 
Lo: oy 3 


fame time, they inconſiſtently and peremptorily 


I 25 * Ne wo ts 


at preſent. Cicero l 
tells us ( Tuſe. Piſput. Ki ü. „ cap. 2) that. philo- 

ſaphy would not have arrived, at; that height of 
credit, to which. it arrived in Greece, if it had not 
received force and vigour from the controverſies 


and diſputes which were there carried on among Og 


be learned. And ſo it fares with, religion: how- 
ever good men may juſtly;diſlike the methods by 
Which diſputes about religious points are too often 
carried on, yet we ſee, that, in fact, ignorance of 
religion is no here ſo groſs as where free debates 


about it are not allowed. Add it. is obſervable of 


the earlier and better ages of the church, that 
when. heretics aroſe, and carried ſome doctrines to 
one extreme, it commonly was when the church 
| ſeemed, inclined to bear too much towards the 
other extreme. Theſe heretics then, under the 


1 of providence, cauſed a ræuulſion bu- 


meurs, as it were, in the eccleſiaſtical, body: it 
brought many back again into the right channel, 
and made them ſtiek more cloſely to the truth 
than they would probably have done, if no op- 


poſition had been made. So that diſputes about 
the chriſtian religion ſeem to have contributed as 


much to the preſerving it pure, as the conſtant 
motion of waters does to the keeping them ſweet : 
and if ſo, tliat can be no argument againſt» be- 


lieving 


e 0 2439 Pa 
| R chriftianity, which has ben one great cauſe 
.of continuing it uortiy to be: belicusa Sit x x mink” 
Alfter all, it is perhaps more aceutate to deſeribe 

Mr. Biddle, after his biographer, as va incre na- 


former, than a controverſialiſt; for, beſides pub- 
lching but a few books, he, did not reply to thoſe 

diverſe anſwers, which were given to what he did 

publiſn. For this conduct ſeveral reaſons hayr 
been given, Firſt, that he was vetily perſuaded, 
that truth being in itſelf plain and ſimple, eſpe- 
cially what is neceſſary and very uſeful, is eaſy to 
be apprehended by fe. words: it is error that 
ſeeks garniſh in many words and figures of ſpeech. 
Again, what he did publiſh, he well deliberated 
of; ſo that he did not find in the adyerſe: writing 
any: thing of moment, which an attentive reader 
might not perceive already obviated; and they 
that attend not to the firſt propoſitions, will not 
receive benefit by replies and rejoinders. We add, 
that he, treading in a path, long overgrown with 
briars and thorns of error and ſophiſtry, it re- 
quired vaſtly greater labour and diligence to find 
cout the way of truth, in which no Engliſhman 
had, by any appearing ne gu before. him | £ 
| n. eee e 


* Bp.Pearce $ Sermons, vol. 1. p. 555.567. 
1 Short account of his er 11 | : 
G. 
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e Wee who are convinced that, JETTY 7 
| n his miſtakes in ſome points,” Mr. Biddle 
uad truth on his fide in the great queſtions he dif. 
. cuſſed, concerning the unity of God, and the 
humanity of Chriſt, it will be a painful reflexion, 
that his opinions have made but a very ſlow pro- 
greſs during theſe hundred and twenty years: "ue - 
leaſt the firſt hundred years of this period. The 
progreſs of truth is ever flow: for it has great 
difficulties to encounter from the indolence and 
intereſts of mankind ; the diſcovery of it is at- 
_ tended with a painful proceſs : light muſt be Jet 
into the minds of men by degrees: and many 
arguments muſt be, one after another, laid before 
them; and preſented in different forms, and re- 
peatedly renewed, before prejudices are ſubdued 
and conviction is produced. But to every ſincere 
Jover of God's truth this is a pleaſing and encou- 
raging thought: that it it is GREAT, 1 WILL IN 
THE END PREVAIL. - | | 
In the mean time, it is the lung every one 
| to uſe his own beſt and faithful endeavours to 
come at the knowledge of it, and to promote it: 
Loet him,” to ule the words of the prelate juſt + 
quoted, © be indifferent, if he will, to the know- 
ledge of the ſeveral curious. ſciences, with which 
men of leiſure wiſely enough fill up the intervals 
\ of their time. Let him Ss FIG will (though 
L cam- 


6, * 


4 4 


* 


6 
1 3 him not for it), the account of what 
hiſtory records concerning the paſt ages of the 


world, or what travellers or voyagers lay concern- 


ing the diſtant parts of the earth. In all theſe 
things, his indifference, though not praiſe-worthy, 
is not criminal, is not dangerous to the health of 
his ſoul. But, when the queſtion is, ** How ſhall 
we worſhip God aright,” (it may be as juſtly ſaid, 
when it concerns the 94je&. of our worſhip)- 


How ſhall we pleaſe him? Upon what terms 


will he receive penitent ſinners into favour ? 
Can it be wiſdom ? can it be common ſenſe, not 


to make a diligent and impartial inquiry? - No 


man who finds his mind entangled with doubts 
and difficulties can be juſtified, if he negle&, as 
Pilate did, to know what the TRUTH is, It is his 


duty to ſearch: it is his intereſt to do it; for the 


ſafety of his wat is highly concerned i in it #,” T 


Ut ſupra, p · 388, 389. | 
THE END. 


| 


' 0 FFP 
2 15 * 83 * 
» : $7 
* 
. 7 
x 
1 
. 
5 a * N. . 
+ * * * 8 
* 3 
1 5 , f 
1 * ” + 435 - a a / 4 * 
1 f F a * 
bow”! * a , — : B - 4 % 7 * 1 2 E — > "6% 4 * 
65 ied * , . i 1 2 
&-* 9% * * 4 if 4 . * 1 ; 1 } 5 
* «ut 1 „ * * * * * 
; « av Y ; f a F 
" » — 9 4 4 
* 1 + * o $ [ 
* 
— 5 —— 11 - — o * * Go 8 * * — q 
« LEY 
. , * w * g — 3 2 
M - A 
* 5 < — a 34 * * * } 5 
* . Ls 
4 +54”, 0 K . = _—_ 2 
£ FR 4 1 5 * » — 0 g 
2 * 1 9 895 A 9 MER > APR * 1 54rd; * — Pres * at a 
* 7 CET, * eee * * $f A. wikak F 3 * 
. : . 4 4 19 bat ; 


- 


